
10 Top Most Popular Linux Distributions of 2016 
we will review the 10 Linux distributions  

10. Arch Linux 

Arch Linux stands out in the Linux ecosystem because it is not based on any other distribution and 

yet it is well-known and extensively used by the community. 

Traditionally, Arch is not recommended for new users mostly because the installation process is a 

bit complicated in that it will require a great deal of intervention on the user’s part. 

This requires a certain degree of knowledge about partitions, LVM, and Linux in general in order to 

have a successful installation. The good news are that this is precisely what gives the user the 

freedom of customizing the system to his or her taste. 

https://www.archlinux.org/
http://www.tecmint.com/linux-tools-to-monitor-disk-partition-usage/
http://www.tecmint.com/manage-and-create-lvm-parition-using-vgcreate-lvcreate-and-lvextend/


 

Arch Linux 

9. CentOS 

CentOS (Community ENTerprise Operating System) is best known for servers. Its desktop version 

is not as popular but continues to improve its visual appearance year after year.Although the is best 

known and most used as a distribution for Linux servers, its desktop version continues to improve. 

In addition, its robustness, stability, and 100% binary compatibility with RHEL makes CentOS the 

https://www.centos.org/
http://www.tecmint.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Arch-Linux.jpg


number one alternative to Red Hat Enterprise Linux on cloud VPS vendors.This is perhaps one of 

the main reasons for the sustained growth of this distribution.This is my personal choice for 

servers,  

 

CentOS Linux 

8. Elementary 

http://www.tecmint.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/CentOS.png


Another Linux distribution aimed at Microsoft and Apple users, Elementary (or more 

appropriately Elementary OS), is also based on Ubuntu. 

It was first made available in 2011 and is currently on its fourth stable release (codename “Loki“, 

which was released this year) is based on Ubuntu 16.04. 

On a personal note, this is one of the best looking desktop distribution Elementary’s well-polished 

visual appearance is certainly one of its distinguishing features. 

https://elementary.io/


 

Elementary Linux 

7. Zorin 

http://www.tecmint.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Elementary.png


that Zorin rose ,This Ubuntu-based distribution was born and is currently maintained in Ireland. In 

order to appeal Windows users, it has a Windows-like GUI and many programs similar to those 

found in Windows. 

The main goal of this distribution is to provide a free operating system similar to Windows while 

allowing Windows users enjoy Linux without issues.  

 

ZorinOS 

http://zorinos.com/
http://www.tecmint.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/ZorinOs.jpg


6. Fedora 

Fedora is built and maintained by the Fedora Project (and sponsored by Red Hat, Inc.). 

The most distinguishing characteristic of Fedora is that it’s always on the lead of integrating new 

package versions and technologies into the distribution. 

In other words, if you want the latest and greatest FOSS software, Fedora is one of the first places 

where you should look.. 

http://fedoraproject.org/
http://www.tecmint.com/best-free-open-source-softwares-of-2015/


 

Fedora 25 Gnome Desktop 

5. Manjaro 

http://www.tecmint.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Fedora.jpg


Manjaro, a Arch Linux-based distribution experienced a remarkable growth during 2016. Without a 

doubt, by leveraging Arch Linux’s robustness and its features, the maintainers of Manjaro have 

been able to consistently ensure a pleasant experience both for new and experienced Linux users. 

If you don’t remember anything else about Manjaro, keep in mind that it comes with preinstalled 

desktop environments, graphical applications (including a software center) and multimedia codecs 

to play audio and videos. 

During 2016, 4 versions or major updates were released: 16.06, 16.06.1, 16.08, and 16.10. Last, but 

not least. 

 

Manjaro Linux 

4. openSUSE 

Along with Ubuntu, openSUSE is one of the cost-free alternatives to the enterprise king (Red Hat 

Enterprise Linux). On top of that, openSUSE is (as per its developers) the operating system of 

choice for both new users. 

. 

https://manjaro.org/
https://www.opensuse.org/
http://www.tecmint.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Manjaro-Linux.jpg


 

OpenSuse Linux 

3. Ubuntu 

For those individuals and companies who require professional support by a distribution’s 

creators, Ubuntu stands out. Although professional help is available under a support contract, 

Ubuntu has a large user base and the community support is outstanding as well. 

In addition, Ubuntu is available both in desktop and server editions, and being based on Debian, it 

is also a rock-solid operating system. The Long-Term Support (LTS) editions have guaranteed 

support for 5 years after their release date. 

In addition, you’ll see on this list that several desktop distributions are based on Ubuntu – and that 

is another reason for its popularity. 

http://ubuntu.com/
http://www.tecmint.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/OpenSuse.png


 

Ubuntu Linux 

http://www.tecmint.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Ubuntu.jpg


2. Debian 

With more than 23 years in the Linux ecosystem, Debian stands out for its robustness, stability, and 

well-oiled release cycle. In addition, it is the distribution with the largest number of available 

packages and one of the top choices for servers. 

The current stable release (version 8, codename Jessie) will be replaced by Debian 9 (codename 

Stretch) around mid 2017.  

https://www.debian.org/


 

Debian Linux 

1. Linux Mint 

Linux Mint is a stable, robust, and elegant Ubuntu-based distribution. One of the reasons behind its 

popularity is the fact that up until version 17.x it included out of the box a lot of useful software 

(such as multimedia codecs). 

https://linuxmint.com/
http://www.tecmint.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Debian.jpg


However, this ended with version 18, leaving it up to the users to install those packages after the 

operating system is up and running.  

It is precisely because of this that Linux Mint often is the preferred distribution of both new and 

experienced users – a complete operating system ready for use after installation. During 2016, 3 

releases came out: 17.3 (Rosa), 18 (Sarah), and 18.1 (Serena), based on Ubuntu 14.04 (Rosa and 

Sarah) and 16.04 (Serena). 



 

http://www.tecmint.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Linux-Mint.png

