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CHAPTER TEN

The Correspondence

Dear Miss LaMotte,

I do not know whether to be more encouraged or cast down by your letter.
The essential point in it is ‘if you care to write again’, for by that permission
you encourage me more than by your wish not to be -seen — which I must
respect — you cast me down. And you send a poem, and observe wisely that
poems are worth all the cucumber-sandwiches in the world. So they are indeed —
and yours most particularly — but you may imagine the perversity of the poetic
imagination and its desire to feed on imagined cucumber-sandwiches, which,
since they are positively not to be had, it pictures to itself as a form of English
manna — oh the perfect green circles — oh the delicate hint of salt — oh the

fresh pale butter — oh, above all, the soft white crumbs and golden crust of the
new bread — and thus, as in all aspects of life, the indefatigable fancy idealises
what could be snapped up and swallowed in a moment’s restrained greed, in

sober fact.




