Treaty of Sèvres (1920)

The treaty was prepared in the wake of the Ottoman defeat in World War I, and signed at Sèvres, France on August 10, 1920. This treaty was designed to abolish the Ottoman Empire and partition its territories. While much thought and discussion went into negotiating its terms, however, the Treaty of Sèvres was never accepted by the Turkish national assembly and was thus unenforceable. Concluded between the Allied powers (France, Britain, Italy, and Japan), and the government of the Ottoman Empire. The treaty abolished the Ottoman Empire, forced Turkey to renounce its claims on Arab lands in the Middle East and North Africa, and granted independence for Armenia and the control over the Aegean islands to Greece. These provisions were rejected by the Turkish national assembly, and the Treaty of Sèvres was replaced in 1923 by the Treaty of Lausanne.
World War I ended on the Ottoman front on October 30, 1918 with the signing of the Armistice of Mondros. This agreement might have been an important step toward permanent peace for the Ottoman Empire. However, the Allies wanted all the defeated states— Germany, Austria-Hungary, and the Ottoman Empire—to be dissolved. To that aim the Allies organized a peace conference in Paris on January 18, 1919. The first item on the agenda at the conference was to force devastating terms on the defeated Germany, those attempts led to the signing of Versailles Treaty on June 28, 1919. Meanwhile, the Allies invited the leaders of the defeated Ottoman Empire to the Paris Peace Conference. The Ottoman delegation submitted a memorandum based on the four Wilsonian principles (establishing an international security organization, reduction of national armament, democracy, and the free flow of goods across national borders). This memorandum was rejected by the Allies. At the same time, a military action against Allied forces in Anatolia began under the leadership of Mustafa Kamal Pasha.
The Allies discussed issues such as the future of the Ottoman Empire, the right to pass through the straits of the Bosporus and the Dardanelles, and control of Istanbul. From April 18–26, 1920, the prime ministers of France, Great Britain, Italy, representatives of Japan, Greece, and Belgium held meeting in San Remo, Italy, and prepared a draft of the peace treaty for the Ottoman Empire. The outline of this treaty was handed to Grand Vizier Tawfik Pasha on May 11 in Paris. According to the draft, which later became known as the Treaty of Sèvres, Istanbul would be left to Turkey; Turkey’s western borders would be marked by the province of Catalca (today in Istanbul). Izmir, the surrounding areas, Eastern Thrace, including Edirne, and all the Aegean Islands, would be given to Greece; the straits of Istanbul and (Canakkale) on the coast of Dardanelles would be governed by an international commission; the Ottoman Empire’s military power would be limited as a sort of Imposition of will by Allied powers. In Asia, Turkey would renounce sovereignty over Iraq and Palestine (including Trans-Jordan), which would become British mandates; Greater Syria (including Lebanon) and Cilicia (including Adana, Mersin) would become French mandates; and the kingdom of Hejaz would establish. Also, an independent Armenian state would be founded in the territory that was left on the eastern side of the Euphrates River; and the southern part of this region, where Kurds constituted the majority, would be granted self-determination.
This treaty was unacceptable to Tewfik Pasha, who saw it as a means to destroy the Ottoman Empire. Together with two other members of the Ottoman delegation, Reşid Bey, the minister of Internal Affairs, and Cemil Pasha, the minister of Public Works, Tewfik Pasha prepared another peace treaty. He sent the new outline to the government headed by Damat Ferid Pasha in Istanbul. The government accepted the outline with minor changes, and Damat Ferid Pasha presented it to the Allies on June 25. The Allies did not respond to the outline, and after waiting in vain for a response, Damat Ferid Pasha returned to Istanbul on July 14. In the meantime, the Spa Conference had been organized in Belgium, July 5-16, 1920, at the end of that conference, the Allies submitted to Ottomans an ultimatum.
Meanwhile, the Greeks had begun a military operation in Anatolia on June 12 to force the Ottoman Empire to accept the Treaty of Sèvres. At the same time, a new Turkish national assembly was founded in Ankara on April 23, 1920, issued a law on June 7, 1920, that declared any law introduced by the Ottoman government after March 16, 1920 is not binding on the Turkish government. The Ottoman government called the Imperial Council on July 22 to address the situation. Sultan Muhmmed VI (r. 1918–22) and the highest Ottoman authorities came to meet, but Damat Ferid Pasha declared their approval of the peace treaty proposed by the Allies. As a consequence, the Ottoman delegation signed the Treaty of Sèvres with the Allies on August 10, 1920. On the same day, the Allies signed a tripartite accord that formalized the spheres of special interest in Anatolia for France and Italy. This accord was independent of the secret agreements of 1916 and the mandate system. By the terms of this agreement Italy was given parts of southwest Anatolia (including Antalya) and western Anatolia outside Izmir, while France obtained a zone that included Mersin, Adana, Maraş, Diyarbakir, Sivas, Malatya, and Harput.
For Mustafa Kamal Atatürk, the Treaty of Sèvres was a major setback. However, according to the Ottoman constitution of 1876, international agreements did not take effect until approved by parliament. As a result of opposing attitude of the Turkish national independence movement, the Treaty of Sèvres never took effect, because the Turkish parliament failed to ratify it.
    Answer the following questions:
1- When was the Treaty of Sèvres prepared ?

2- What was the reason that Treaty of Sèvres designed for ?

3- When did World War I ended on the Ottoman front ?

4- What was the first item on the agenda at Paris Peace conference 1919 ?

5- What did the Allied Powers prepare in their meeting in San Remo, 1920 ?
6- Why did the Ottoman Grand Vizier Tewfik Pasha reject the draft of peace treaty of San Remo meeting 1920 ?

     Fill in the blanks by choosing the right words :

1- The Treaty of Sèvres was signed in France on August 10, ............

A- 1921     B- 1922      C- 1920       D- 1919

2- The Treaty of Sèvres was signed in ………. on August 10, 1920.

A- Britain      B- Turkey      C- France       D- Greece
3- The Treaty of Sèvres was ………. in France on August 10, 1920.

A- Deleted       B- Signed       C- Canceled        D- Torn
4- The Treaty of Sèvres forced Turkey to .............. its claims on Arab lands in the Middle East and North Africa.

A- Ensure      B- Renounce      C- Secure       D- Improve
5- The Treaty of Sèvres forced Turkey to renounce its claims on Arab lands in the ……….. East and North Africa.

A- South        B- Far        C- Middle      D- North

6- The Treaty of Sèvres was replaced in 1923 by the Treaty of ............. .

A- Istanbul     B- Sykes-Picot      C- Paris       D- Lausanne
7- The Treaty of Sèvres was replaced in …..…. by the Treaty of Lausanne.

A- 1920       B- 1923      C- 1919      D- 1918
8- According to the draft of the Treaty of Sèvres, ............. was to be left to Turkey.

A- Aegean Islands     B- Istanbul      C- Palestine       D- Iraq
9- According to the ….……… of the Treaty of Sèvres, Istanbul was to be left to Turkey.

A- Battle             B- Door             C- Lausanne             D- Draft

10- For Mustafa Kamal Atatürk, the Treaty of Sèvres was a major ........... . 

A- Victory     B- Setback      C- Success       D- winning
11- For ………., the Treaty of Sèvres was a major setback .

A- Germany    B- Britain    C- Mustafa Kamal Atatürk     D- Muhammad Ali

12- According to the Ottoman ………. of 1876, international agreements do not take effect until approved by the parliament.

A- Constitution      B- Battle         C- War         D- Army

13- According to the Ottoman constitution of 1876, international agreements do not take effect until approved by the ………. .

A- King        B- Parliament       C- Europeans       D- Soldiers
14- The Treaty of Sèvres never took effect, because the Turkish parliament ……….. to ratify it.
A- Failed         B- Agreed          C- Accepted            D- Succeeded 
15- The Treaty of Sèvres never took effect, because the ………. parliament failed to ratify it.
A- British       B- French       C- Turkish        D- Greek

16- The Turkish National Assembly was founded in ……… on April 23, 1920.
A- Cairo      B- Ankara      C- Izmir       D- Bosporus
17- The Turkish National Assembly was ………. in Ankara on April 23, 1920.  
A- Canceled       B- Dissolved        C- Divided        D- Founded 

18- The Armistice of Mondros ended the World War I on the ……… front.

A- American      B- German      C- Ottoman      D- Austrian  
� See : Paul C. Helmreich, From Paris to Sevres: The Partition of the Ottoman Empire at the Peace Conference of 1919–1920 (Columbus: Ohio State University Press, 1974); Gábor Ágoston & Bruce Masters, Encyclopedia of The Ottoman Empire, Facts On File, Inc, New York, 2009, p. 520.
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