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(Input devices ) JaN1 3 3¢ A

An input device is a tool you use lo enter information, data

and commands. you can use keyboard to type in information for
example, and use a mouse to point and click on buttons and icons.
as you saw in the previous section. input devices are responsible
for converting information in human —readable form to the binary
code that computers use. Below are the principal types of input

devices being use today:
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x Pointing devices are devices that are usefl navigate and
select objects on a display screen.
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+ Mouse — a pointing devices that you use to click on icons or
buttons. The three types are mechanical (using a ball),
optical (using red light ), and wireless (usirgg waves).
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5 x Track ball is similar to a mechanical mouse, but it has the

{ ball on the top.
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« Touch pad is the little dark reciangle that you use to move the
cursor with your finger, often found on notebook computers.
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* Pointing stick is a little rod (like a pencil-top eraser) used

almost exclusively on notebook computers.
e
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* Game controllers are used for gaming to better control screen
action.
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* Game wheel is a steering wheel and foot pedals for virtual
driving.
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* Joystick — is a vertical handle with programmable buttons that
control action.
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* Gamepad is a multifunctional  input device with
programmable butl‘ons thumb sticks and a dlrectzonal pad.

* Keyboards are the most oﬁen used mput devzces for desktop
and notebook computers, while styluses are the most
Jrequently used input devices for PDAs and tablet PCs .
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e Scanners are used to convert information that exists in visipje

form into electronic form.
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e Digital cameras capture still images or video as a series of Is
and 0s. some will capture only stills, others do both.
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e Microphones capture audio for conversion into electronic
form.
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(Output devices) g AY) el LY

An output devices is a tool you use to see, hear ,or otherwise

recognize the results of your information — processing requests .

the most common output devices for both business and personal
computing environments are Mmonitors and printers, but speakers
and plotters (printers that generate drawings) are also output
devices . any device that converst the digital form of information
in computer to some thing that you can see, read or hear is an

output device .
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e Monitors come in two varieties: CRT or flat-panel displays

o CRTs are the monitors that look like treaditional television
sets,
o While flat-panel displays are thin, light weight monitors that

take up much less space than CRTs. flat — panel displays are
either liquid crystal display or gas plasma display.
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o Liquid crystal display (LCD) monitors make the screen image
by sending electricity through crystallized liquid trapped
between two layers of glass or plastic. -

o Gas plasma displays send electricity through gas trapped
between two layers of glass or plastic to create a screen
‘ image. a gas plasma display usually provides a better image
; but is more expensive than a comparably sized LCD monitor.
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o System software is responsible for controlling integrating and
managing the individual hardware components of a computer
system so that other software and the users of the system see it
as a functional unit without having to be concerned with the

low-level details.

e Application software is subclass of computer software that
employees the capability of a computer directly to a task that
the user wishes to perform. typical examples of software
applications are word proc¢essors. spread sheets and media -
players.

o Operating system software is system software that controls
your application software and manages how your hardware
devices work together. popular operating system include
Microsoft windows (and all its variations), mac os, linux (an

open — source operating system). and unix.
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o Utility software is software that provides additional
functionality to your operating system software. utility
software includes anti- virus software, screen savers,
uninstaller software.
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% A data base is a collection of data organized to service many

applications efficiently by storing and managing data so that
they appear to be in one location. it's also minimizes

redundant data.
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x  Communication system is a collection of individual
communication networks, transmission system, relay station,
tributary stations, and data terminal equipment(DT. E) usually

capable of interconnection and interoperation to form an
integrated whole.
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