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Q1/ Who is Santiago?  

Answer:  

             Santiago is an old fisherman living in a small Cuban village. 

Though his body is frail and his hands are scarred from years of hard 

work, his spirit remains strong and determined. He is described as having 

a deep respect for the sea and its creatures, viewing his work not just as a 

means of survival but as a lifelong passion. Santiago’s pride is evident, 

especially in his relationship with the marlin he struggles with. Though he 

is down on his luck, having gone 84 days without catching a fish, he 

maintains an unwavering belief in his abilities and refuses to give up. His 

loneliness and age have made him somewhat of an outsider, but he 

remains determined to prove his skill and worth, not only to others but to 

himself. 

             Despite his hardships, Santiago is also a figure of wisdom and 

endurance. He has a deep bond with the young boy, Manolin, who used to 

fish with him and continues to care for him, even though the boy is now 

forbidden to fish with the old man due to his bad luck. Santiago is humble 

yet full of quiet dignity, willing to face immense physical pain and 

exhaustion in pursuit of his goal. His struggle with the marlin symbolizes 

his lifelong battle against the forces of nature and the inevitability of 

aging. Santiago’s perseverance, his respect for the marlin, and his internal 

reflections on life and mortality make him a profound and complex 



character, embodying the themes of struggle, pride, and the human 

condition. 

Q2/ Comment on this statement: Manolin’s friendship with Santiago is so 

strong.   

Answer:  

              Manolin's friendship with Santiago is one of deep respect, 

affection, and loyalty. As a young boy, Manolin learned to fish from 

Santiago and developed a strong bond with him, seeing the old man not 

only as a mentor but also as a father figure. Despite Santiago's bad luck 

and inability to catch fish for 84 days, Manolin remains devoted to him, 

even when his parents insist that he fish with more successful boats. The 

boy’s concern for Santiago's well-being is evident as he continues to help 

care for the old man, bringing him food, offering encouragement, and 

making sure he is not alone. 

              Manolin’s respect for Santiago transcends mere obligation; he 

views the old man as a symbol of strength and wisdom. Throughout the 

novel, Manolin’s devotion is unwavering, and he expresses his desire to 

someday fish alongside Santiago again, when the old man’s luck 

improves. Santiago, in turn, cares deeply for Manolin, and their 

relationship is characterized by mutual admiration and emotional support. 

Their bond highlights the themes of mentorship, generational connection, 

and the importance of human companionship in the face of life's 

challenges. Manolin represents hope and continuity, while Santiago 

embodies wisdom and perseverance, making their relationship a central, 

touching element of the story. 

 

 

 



Q3/ Can Santiago be described as a Christ figure? How?  

Answer:  

              In The Old Man and the Sea, Santiago can be seen as a Christ 

figure through various symbolic parallels in his suffering, sacrifice, and 

redemption. Much like Christ, Santiago endures immense physical pain 

and struggle during his battle with the marlin, which lasts for three days 

and nights. His suffering is both spiritual and physical, much like Christ's 

agony during the Passion. Santiago's determination to catch the marlin 

despite the overwhelming odds can be interpreted as a form of self-

sacrifice, as he pushes his body to its limits, much like Christ’s 

willingness to endure suffering for a greater purpose. 

              Santiago’s solitary struggle also mirrors Christ’s journey of 

solitude and isolation. He is alone on the sea, away from the support of 

others, and his battle is deeply personal, reflecting a kind of spiritual trial. 

Additionally, the marlin itself can be seen as a symbol of Christ—the fish 

is noble and pure, and Santiago’s respect for it reflects the reverence 

Christ had for the world he came to redeem. After catching the marlin, 

Santiago’s loss to the sharks symbolizes the fleeting nature of earthly 

achievements and the inevitability of suffering. Despite the loss, Santiago 

remains steadfast and refuses to succumb to despair, much like Christ’s 

endurance through his crucifixion. In the end, Santiago’s return with only 

the skeleton of the marlin symbolizes the idea of spiritual victory despite 

external defeat, echoing Christ's resurrection and the notion of 

transcending suffering. 

 

 

 

 



Q4/ Santiago is depicted as a skillful fisherman. Explain how this 

statement is true.  

Answer:  

              Santiago’s skill as a fisherman is evident throughout The Old 

Man and the Sea, showcasing a lifetime of experience and expertise. 

Despite his age and declining physical strength, Santiago’s deep 

knowledge of the sea, its creatures, and fishing techniques allows him to 

endure and outlast the challenges he faces. His ability to read the ocean’s 

movements, predict the behavior of fish, and understand the rhythms of 

nature is a testament to his seasoned intuition. Throughout the novel, he 

demonstrates incredible patience, knowing that success in fishing requires 

persistence, not just strength. 

           One of Santiago’s greatest skills is his ability to endure hardship. 

His struggle with the marlin, which lasts for three days, reveals his ability 

to stay calm under extreme pressure. He uses his knowledge of fishing 

tools, from his hand line to his harpoon, with precision and efficiency, 

even when the marlin drags him far from shore. Santiago’s strength is not 

just physical, but mental and emotional; he uses his resourcefulness and 

determination to keep going, even when exhaustion sets in. His skill is as 

much about his spirit and resolve as it is about his physical prowess. This 

combination of expertise, endurance, and wisdom makes Santiago one of 

the most skilled fishermen, despite the odds stacked against him. 

 

Q5/ Is Santiago a lucky fisherman or not? Write an essay, justifying your 

answer by giving examples from the textbook.  

Answer:  

              Santiago is not particularly lucky, at least not in the conventional 

sense. His struggle is one of perseverance and skill rather than good 

fortune. At the beginning of the novel, Santiago is described as having 



gone 84 days without catching a fish, a clear sign of his bad luck. The 

other fishermen in his village consider him unlucky, and even Manolin, 

the young boy who cares for him, is forbidden to fish with him due to this 

perceived misfortune. 

               However, Santiago's true strength lies not in luck, but in his 

determination and ability to use his skills to overcome adversity. For 

example, when he finally hooks the giant marlin, it’s not luck that helps 

him, but his vast experience and understanding of the sea. Santiago 

patiently waits for the right moment, using his knowledge of the marlin’s 

behavior to his advantage. Even though he faces a series of challenges, 

including the exhaustion from battling the fish and later the shark attacks 

that strip him of his prize, Santiago’s resourcefulness and resilience shine 

through. 

           While luck might have briefly played a role in bringing the marlin 

to him, Santiago's success is ultimately due to his mastery and 

perseverance, not the randomness of fate. His journey is about proving 

his worth through hard work and enduring hardship, not relying on luck. 

 

Q6/ Are Manolin’s parents justified when they forced him to leave 

Santiago and join another fisherman?  

Answer:  

              Manolin's parents are likely justified in their decision to force 

him to leave Santiago and join another fisherman, though their actions 

can be viewed from multiple perspectives. 

               From a practical standpoint, Manolin’s parents are concerned 

about his future and well-being. Santiago has gone 84 days without 

catching a fish, which is a clear sign of his bad luck, and they worry that 

the boy will not learn to be a successful fisherman if he continues to fish 

with the old man. In a small fishing village where success is vital for 



survival, Manolin’s parents want him to have a better chance of learning 

the trade and securing his livelihood. They see Santiago as a man in 

decline, and their decision is rooted in a desire for their son to succeed 

and prosper. 

                On the other hand, the decision can be seen as unfair and 

lacking in compassion, especially when considering the deep bond 

between Manolin and Santiago. Despite the old man's misfortune, 

Manolin cares for him deeply and continues to help him, demonstrating 

loyalty and love. Forcing the boy to leave Santiago could be seen as 

disregarding their emotional connection and the mentor-student 

relationship that has developed between them. Manolin’s parents may 

have acted out of practicality, but their decision also reflects the pressures 

of the harsh realities of life, where survival and success often outweigh 

emotional bonds. 

             Ultimately, while Manolin's parents may have acted out of 

concern for his future, their decision places practical needs over 

emotional ties, which can be seen as both justified and somewhat harsh. 

 

Q7/ Describe Santiago’s bravery and expertise about the sea.  

Answer:  

       Santiago’s bravery and expertise about the sea are central to 

his character in The Old Man and the Sea, and they are 

demonstrated through his actions, knowledge, and perseverance. 

        Santiago’s bravery is most evident in his solitary struggle with 

the marlin. Despite being old and physically weakened, he faces 

the monumental challenge of catching the giant fish alone, far from 

shore, with no immediate help or support. His bravery is not in 

rushing into battle, but in his patience, resilience, and willingness 

to endure pain and hardship. Over the course of three days, 



Santiago faces extreme exhaustion, hunger, and the relentless pull 

of the marlin, yet he never gives up. His courage is rooted in his 

deep respect for the sea and its creatures; he does not view the fish 

as a mere catch, but as a noble adversary. He draws on his years of 

experience to continue the fight, demonstrating that true bravery is 

not simply about physical confrontation, but about inner strength 

and mental fortitude. 

         Santiago’s expertise about the sea is a product of decades of 

experience and intimate knowledge of its rhythms and creatures. He 

knows how to read the ocean, understand the behavior of the fish, 

and anticipate their movements. For example, when he hooks the 

marlin, he is able to recognize the fish's patterns and uses his 

knowledge of fishing techniques to manage the struggle. Santiago 

understands the sea’s unpredictability and respects its power, but he 

also knows how to navigate its challenges. His expertise is not only 

technical—such as using his harpoon and fishing line effectively—

but also deeply intuitive, allowing him to anticipate and adapt to the 

marlin’s actions. Through his vast experience, Santiago proves that 

his connection to the sea is more than just a livelihood; it is a 

profound understanding that allows him to survive and succeed 

despite the overwhelming odds. 

 

Q8/Write an account on Manolin’s loyalty to Santiago.  

Answer:  

              Manolin’s loyalty to Santiago is one of the most profound 

aspects of their relationship in The Old Man and the Sea. Despite 

Santiago’s long streak of bad luck and the fact that his parents insist 

Manolin should fish with more successful fishermen, the young boy 

remains devoted to the old man. Even when his parents forbid him 



from fishing with Santiago, Manolin continues to care for him and 

assists him in small ways, such as bringing him food, helping him 

with his gear, and showing genuine concern for his well-being. 

             Manolin’s loyalty is also emotional and spiritual. He deeply 

respects Santiago, not just as a mentor, but as a friend. He admires 

Santiago’s wisdom, strength, and enduring spirit. This loyalty is 

reflected in Manolin’s desire to fish with Santiago again when the 

old man’s luck turns, expressing that he will be happy to return to 

the boat and fish together. Even though Manolin is encouraged to 

pursue his future with more successful fishermen, he holds on to the 

bond he shares with Santiago, showing that his loyalty is not based 

on immediate success or material gain, but on love and respect for 

the old man’s character and the lessons he has taught him. 

Manolin’s loyalty highlights the themes of friendship, mentorship, 

and the importance of human connections, despite the challenges 

and hardships faced. 

 

Q9/ Comment on this statement: Santiago can’t be described as a 

defeated fisherman.  

Answer:  

              Santiago, the protagonist of Ernest Hemingway's The Old 

Man and the Sea, cannot be accurately described as a defeated 

fisherman. Despite enduring an 84-day streak without catching a 

fish—a period that has made him the subject of ridicule in his 

community—he remains undeterred in his passion for fishing . 

              His unwavering determination culminates in a remarkable 

battle with a giant marlin, showcasing his resilience and profound 

connection to the sea. Although he ultimately loses the marlin to 

sharks, Santiago's spirit remains unbroken. He returns to his village 



not with a physical trophy but with the enduring pride of having 

engaged in an epic struggle, reaffirming his identity and dignity as a 

fisherman . 

                 Santiago's journey is emblematic of the human 

condition's trials and tribulations, illustrating that true defeat lies not 

in external circumstances but in the surrender of one's spirit. His 

story is a testament to perseverance, skill, and an unyielding will, 

solidifying his status as an enduring and heroic figure. 

 

Q10/ In what sense is Santiago old and young? Exemplify.  

Answer: 

             Santiago, the protagonist of Ernest Hemingway's The Old 

Man and the Sea, is depicted as an elderly fisherman. The novella 

opens by highlighting his recent misfortunes, noting that he has 

gone 84 days without catching a fish, which has led to his 

community's ridicule. Throughout the story, Santiago reflects on his 

youth, recalling his past strength and adventures, such as traveling 

to Africa and observing lions on the beaches.  These reminiscences 

underscore his current aging status. Additionally, his physical 

limitations during his epic struggle with the marlin further 

emphasize his old age, as he acknowledges that he can no longer 

fend off the sharks attacking his catch. Therefore, Santiago is 

portrayed as an old man, whose expertise conveys the challenges 

and wisdom that come with age. 

            The comparison and contrast of these two stages of human 

life runs throughout the story. Although Santiago is obviously an 

old man, in many ways he retains a youthful perspective on life. For 

example, he is a keen follower of baseball, and admires players like 

Joe DiMaggio and Dick Sisler for their youthful skills and abilities.  



 

          His friendship with Manolin is also based partly on 

Santiago’s fond recollections of his own youth. For example, he 

recalls the time he saw the lions on the beach in Africa or when he 

beat a well-known player in a hand-wrestling match that lasted all 

day. His repeated wish that the boy were in the boat is not made just 

because that would make it easier to fight the fish. He also misses 

the boy as a companion with his own youthful perspective. Yet 

Santiago does not admire all youth indiscriminately. For example, 

he contrasts his own attitude toward the sea as a woman with that of 

“some of the younger fishermen, those who used buoys as floats 

and had motorboats,” who think of the sea as a male enemy who 

must be defeated. By the same token, Santiago is aware that not 

everything about old age is attractive to youth. For example, he 

keeps from Manolin the knowledge that he doesn’t care very much 

about washing or eating on a regular basis. Santiago is also very 

aware of the disadvantages of old age. Although he retains much of 

his youthful strength, for example, he knows that at his age he is no 

longer able to fight off the sharks that attack his fish. Yet in the end, 

despite his defeat, Santiago is still able to plan his next fishing 

expedition and to dream again of the lions who perhaps represent to 

him the strength and the freedom of youth. 

 

Q11/ Comment on this statement: The big catch is personified as an 

enemy with great dignity.  

Answer:  

             In Ernest Hemingway's The Old Man and the Sea, the 

marlin is personified as a noble adversary, embodying dignity and 

grace. Santiago, the old fisherman, regards the marlin not merely as 



a catch but as a worthy opponent deserving of respect. Throughout 

their epic struggle, Santiago acknowledges the marlin's strength and 

beauty, referring to it as his "brother" and expressing admiration for 

its endurance . 

            This personification elevates the marlin from a mere fish to 

a symbol of ideal struggle, reflecting Santiago's own qualities of 

perseverance and nobility. Their battle becomes a mutual test of 

endurance, highlighting the deep respect between the two.  Even in 

the face of defeat, Santiago's reverence for the marlin remains 

steadfast, underscoring the fish's dignified presence throughout the 

narrative . 

              Thus, the marlin's portrayal as an enemy with dignity 

enriches the novella's exploration of struggle, respect, and the 

profound connections that can exist between adversaries. 

 

Q12/ How harmonious is Santiago’s relationship with Mother 

Nature? Write an essay, exemplifying this harmony.   

Answer:  

             In Ernest Hemingway's The Old Man and the Sea, 

Santiago's relationship with nature is characterized by deep respect, 

understanding, and harmony. This relationship is evident in his 

interactions with the sea, the creatures within it, and his 

philosophical reflections during his solitary voyage.  

            Santiago’s respect for the sea and its creatures is shown 

through the way he perceives the sea not merely as a source of 

livelihood but as a living entity deserving of respect. He refers to it 

as "la mar," a term that conveys affection and reverence, 

acknowledging its feminine qualities and nurturing aspects. This 

perspective is contrasted with the term "el mar," which is more 



neutral. His respect extends to the creatures inhabiting the sea; for 

instance, he considers the flying fish his friends and engages in 

conversations with a warbler that visits his boat, highlighting his 

kinship with nature . 

              Moreover, Santiago's interactions exemplify a symbiotic 

relationship with nature, where he draws sustenance while 

maintaining a deep appreciation for the natural world. His 

knowledge of the sea's rhythms and the behavior of its inhabitants 

reflects a lifetime of learning and adaptation. This understanding 

allows him to anticipate the movements of the marlin, recognizing it 

as a worthy adversary and referring to it as his "brother." This 

acknowledgment underscores his view of nature as a realm of 

equals, where every creature has its role and dignity . 

            Throughout his ordeal, Santiago's thoughts reveal a 

profound philosophical connection to nature. He reflects on his 

place within the natural order, acknowledging both his 

insignificance and his integral role in the grand scheme of existence. 

This introspection highlights a harmonious relationship, where 

struggle and respect coexist, and where victory is measured not by 

conquest but by the nobility of the endeavor . 

           In conclusion, Santiago's relationship with nature in The Old 

Man and the Sea transcends mere survival; it is a testament to 

mutual respect and understanding. His interactions with the sea and 

its creatures reflect a harmonious coexistence, where each 

acknowledges the other's strength and vulnerability. This 

relationship serves as a poignant reminder of the possibility of 

living in harmony with the natural world, recognizing both its 

challenges and its profound beauty. 

 



 

 

Q13/ Comment on this statement: Dreams and hopes are 

prerequisite for a fisherman, like Santiago, not to be defeated in his 

battle with his enemy.  

Answer:  

             In Ernest Hemingway's The Old Man and the Sea, 

Santiago's enduring dreams and steadfast hope are pivotal in his 

relentless battle against the marlin, illustrating that such aspirations 

are essential for a fisherman's resilience in confronting formidable 

challenges.  

             Dreams and hopes are among Santiago’s sustaining powers.  

Santiago's life is defined by his unwavering dreams and hopes, 

which serve as his guiding stars amidst the unpredictable and often 

harsh realities of fishing. These aspirations provide him with a sense 

of direction and purpose, fueling his determination to overcome 

obstacles and persist in his endeavors. His dreams are not mere 

fantasies but are deeply intertwined with his identity and survival. 

             Santiago shows his resilience in the face of adversity. The 

life of a fisherman is fraught with challenges, from physical 

exhaustion to the constant threat of natural adversities like storms. 

Santiago's dreams and hopes act as catalysts for resilience, 

motivating him to endure hardships and maintain his mental and 

emotional well-being. They empower him to tackle challenges 

head-on, turning potential defeats into opportunities for personal 

growth . 

            Hope is depicted as Santiago’s source of motivation and 

strength. Hope is not merely a fleeting emotion; it is a fundamental 

human need that fuels dreams, aspirations, and resilience. In the 



context of fishing, hope serves as a powerful motivator, propelling 

individuals to overcome obstacles and strive for success despite 

numerous challenges. Santiago's unwavering belief in his abilities 

and his dream of catching the marlin exemplify this dynamic, 

showcasing how hope can drive one to achieve remarkable feats . 

            In conclusion, Santiago's journey underscores the 

indispensable role of dreams and hopes in a fisherman's life. These 

aspirations not only provide direction and purpose but also fortify 

individuals against the myriad challenges they face. In the battle 

against formidable adversaries, it is the strength derived from 

dreams and hopes that sustains and propels fishermen forward, 

ensuring they are not easily defeated in their noble pursuits. 

 

Q14/ Write an essay, showing how faith is a key for Santiago’s 

success. 

Answer:  

              In Ernest Hemingway's The Old Man and the Sea, 

Santiago's unwavering faith is integral to his character and pivotal 

to his success. This faith manifests in his belief in his own abilities, 

his respect for the natural world, and his spiritual reflections, all of 

which drive him to persist in his epic struggle with the marlin. 

            Santiago's confidence (self-faith) in his fishing prowess is 

evident as he ventures far into the Gulf Stream, determined to break 

his unlucky streak. He believes that the eighty-fifth day will bring 

success, showcasing his optimism and self-assurance. This belief 

sustains him during his solitary battle with the marlin, where his 

skill and experience are crucial. Beyond his self-confidence, 

Santiago harbors deep respect for the marlin and the sea. He views 

the marlin as a worthy adversary, referring to it as his "brother," and 



admires its strength and beauty. This perspective fosters a 

harmonious relationship with nature, motivating him to engage in 

the struggle not out of conquest but mutual respect . 

            Throughout his ordeal, Santiago reflects on his faith, 

drawing parallels between his suffering and that of Christ. He 

endures physical pain and isolation, yet his spirit remains unbroken. 

These reflections highlight his resilience and the spiritual 

dimensions of his struggle, suggesting that his faith transcends the 

physical realm. 

             In conclusion, Santiago's faith, encompassing self-faith, 

respect for nature, and spiritual contemplation, is the cornerstone of 

his success. It drives him to overcome adversity, achieve personal 

growth, and embody the virtues of perseverance and humility. 

Hemingway portrays this faith as essential for navigating life's 

challenges, illustrating that belief in oneself and the world can lead 

to profound triumphs.  

 

Q15/Comment on this statement: Weakness isn’t in Santiago’s 

vocabulary.  

Answer:  

               In Ernest Hemingway's The Old Man and the Sea, 

Santiago exemplifies unwavering strength, both physical and 

mental, throughout his epic struggle with the marlin. 

                Despite his advanced age, Santiago demonstrates 

remarkable physical resilience (endurance). Engaged in a relentless 

battle with the marlin, he endures days of strain, his body bearing 

the marks of his toil. His hands, "deep-creased scars from handling 

heavy fish on the cords," testify to years of experience and hardship . 

 



 

               Beyond physical prowess, Santiago's mental strength 

(fortitude) is evident in his unwavering determination. He ventures 

far into the Gulf Stream, beyond the reach of other fishermen, 

driven by a profound belief that this journey will change his luck. 

This decision underscores his resilience and refusal to succumb to 

despair . 

             Santiago's spirit doesn’t yield. It remains unbroken despite 

numerous challenges. Even after sharks ravage his prized marlin, he 

reflects on his own hubris, acknowledging his flaws without 

yielding to defeat. This introspection highlights his strength of 

character and relentless pursuit of success . 

            In essence, Santiago's journey is a testament to human 

resilience, illustrating that true strength encompasses both body and 

mind, propelling individuals to overcome formidable challenges 

without yielding. 

 

Q16/ Do you sympathize with Santiago as he loses in his battle with 

the marlin?   

Answer:    

               In Ernest Hemingway's The Old Man and the Sea, readers 

are invited to deeply sympathize with Santiago as he endures the 

profound loss of the marlin. This sympathy arises from witnessing 

his unwavering determination, the profound respect he holds for his 

adversary, and the poignant culmination of his epic struggle. 

         Santiago's struggle is heroic. His relentless battle with the 

marlin spans three grueling days, showcasing his exceptional 

endurance and resilience. He confronts physical exhaustion and 

mental anguish, yet he remains steadfast, driven by an unyielding 



spirit. This prolonged struggle elicits admiration and empathy, as 

readers witness his unwavering commitment to his craft and his 

personal quest for redemption . 

            Throughout his ordeal, Santiago regards the marlin with 

deep reverence (respect), viewing it as a worthy adversary and even 

referring to it as his "brother." This profound respect transcends the 

mere act of fishing; it becomes a spiritual connection, highlighting 

the marlin's nobility and strength. This perspective invites readers to 

see the marlin not just as a prize but as a symbol of the challenges 

inherent in the human condition . 

         After successfully capturing the marlin, Santiago's triumph is 

short-lived. The scent of the marlin's blood attracts sharks, leading 

to a desperate and futile defense. Despite his valiant efforts, the 

marlin is devoured, leaving only its skeletal remains. This loss is not 

just of a fish but of Santiago's dreams and the culmination of his 

struggle, evoking deep sympathy from readers who have journeyed 

with him through his trials . 

          In the face of this profound loss, Santiago's spirit remains 

unbroken. He returns home, battered and exhausted, but with a heart 

still filled with hope. This resilience resonates deeply, reinforcing 

the themes of perseverance and the indomitable human spirit . 

         In conclusion, Santiago's experience elicits profound 

sympathy, as readers are drawn into his world of struggle, respect, 

loss, and unwavering determination. His journey serves as a 

poignant reminder of the complexities of human endeavor and the 

emotional landscapes we navigate in pursuit of our aspirations. 

 

 

 



Q17/ Comment on this statement: For Santiago, Joe DiMaggio 

represents an inspirational baseball player.   

Answer:  

             In Ernest Hemingway's The Old Man and the Sea, Joe 

DiMaggio serves as a significant source of inspiration for Santiago, 

embodying qualities of perseverance and resilience that the old man 

deeply admires. 

            Santiago admires DiMaggio for his resilience. He holds Joe 

DiMaggio in high esteem, particularly for the baseball legend's 

ability to overcome personal challenges. He recalls DiMaggio's 

performance despite suffering from bone spurs, viewing this as a 

testament to true strength and determination. This admiration is 

rooted in a shared understanding of hardship, as Santiago reflects, 

"They say his father was a fisherman. Maybe he was as poor as we 

are and would understand ". 

             To Santiago, DiMaggio represents the epitome (symbol) of 

ideal manhood. He draws parallels between his own struggles and 

those of his hero, finding motivation in the idea that enduring pain 

and continuing to strive is a noble endeavor. This perspective 

reinforces Santiago's belief in the importance of resilience, even in 

the face of overwhelming challenges . 

          Throughout his solitary battle with the marlin, Santiago 

frequently draws strength from thoughts of DiMaggio. He imagines 

how DiMaggio would cope with the physical pain he endures, using 

this mental exercise to bolster his own endurance. This internal 

dialogue highlights the profound impact of DiMaggio's example on 

Santiago's approach to his own trials . 

 

 



Q18/ What are the lessons that Ernest Hemingway's The Old Man 

and the Sea translates?  

Answer:  

             Ernest Hemingway's The Old Man and the Sea imparts 

several profound lessons that resonate with readers across 

generations. Through the narrative of Santiago, an aging fisherman, 

the novella explores themes of perseverance, resilience, humility, 

and the complex relationship between humans and nature. 

              Santiago's unwavering determination in the face of 

adversity teaches the importance of perseverance (resilience). 

Despite enduring 84 days without a catch, he remains steadfast, 

embarking on a solitary journey to prove his skill and reclaim his 

dignity. This relentless pursuit underscores the value of resilience in 

overcoming life's challenges . 

              The Old Man and the Sea prompts readers to reconsider 

(redefine) traditional notions of success. Santiago's battle with the 

marlin is not just about capturing the fish but about personal 

triumph over struggle. Even in apparent defeat, he maintains his 

honor, suggesting that true success lies in the integrity of one's 

efforts rather than the outcome . 

          Santiago's profound respect for the marlin and the sea 

(Nature) highlights the importance of humility. He acknowledges 

his dependence on nature and views the marlin as a worthy 

opponent, reflecting a harmonious relationship with the natural 

world. This perspective encourages readers to appreciate and 

respect the environment and its creatures . 

 

 

 



Q19/ Comment on this statement: The marlin deserves our respect.  

Answer:  

             In Ernest Hemingway's The Old Man and the Sea, the 

marlin transcends its role as a mere fish, embodying qualities that 

command profound respect. Santiago, the protagonist, perceives the 

marlin not just as a catch but as a noble adversary, recognizing its 

strength, beauty, and resilience. 

            The marlin is depicted as a creature of exceptional power 

and grace, qualities that Santiago deeply admires. Throughout their 

epic struggle, Santiago acknowledges the fish's endurance, referring 

to it as his "brother" and marveling at its majesty. This mutual 

respect elevates the marlin beyond a mere target, transforming it 

into a symbol of nobility . 

          Santiago views the marlin as a worthy opponent, engaging in 

a battle that tests his physical and mental limits. He reflects on the 

fish's dignity, considering it a creature deserving of admiration. This 

perspective fosters a deep respect, leading Santiago to hope that 

others will honor the marlin's flesh appropriately, given its 

grandeur . 

             The marlin serves as a mirror to Santiago's own values and 

aspirations. In its struggle, he sees a reflection of his perseverance, 

strength, and unwavering spirit. This identification fosters a 

profound respect, as Santiago recognizes in the marlin the 

embodiment of ideals he holds dear . 

             In essence, the marlin in Hemingway's narrative is more 

than a fish; it is a symbol of the qualities Santiago reveres. This 

deep respect highlights the themes of honor, struggle, and the 

recognition of nobility in all beings, inviting readers to reflect on 

their own perceptions of strength and dignity. 



 

          The narrative emphasizes that struggle is an inherent part of 

the human experience, imbued with dignity. Santiago's ordeal is a 

testament to the human spirit's capacity to endure hardship with 

grace. This lesson encourages embracing challenges as 

opportunities for personal growth and understanding . 

          Santiago's relationship with Manolin, the young boy, 

illustrates the cyclical nature of life and the importance of 

mentorship. Their bond signifies the transfer of knowledge and 

values across generations, highlighting themes of community and 

shared human experience . 

         In essence, The Old Man and the Sea offers timeless insights 

into human resilience, the essence of success, our relationship with 

nature, and the value of community, encouraging readers to reflect 

on their own lives and the broader human condition. 

          Santiago's admiration for DiMaggio extends to his 

relationship with Manolin, the young boy who once fished with 

him. He shares stories of DiMaggio's prowess and resilience, 

hoping to instill these values in the boy. This transmission of 

admiration underscores the importance of role models and the desire 

to perpetuate ideals of strength and perseverance across generations . 

             In conclusion, Joe DiMaggio's influence on Santiago 

transcends that of a mere sports figure; he embodies the virtues of 

resilience and strength that Santiago strives to emulate in his own 

life. This admiration provides Santiago with a framework for 

understanding and confronting his personal challenges, reinforcing 

the novella's themes of perseverance and the human spirit's capacity 

to endure. 

 



Q20/ Comment on this statement: The references to lions are of 

great significance to our understanding of Santiago’s persona.   

Answer:  

              In Ernest Hemingway's The Old Man and the Sea, 

Santiago's recurring dreams of lions on African beaches serve as a 

profound window into his character, reflecting his enduring youth, 

vitality, and deep-seated pride. 

             The lions in Santiago's dreams hark back to his youthful 

days spent in Africa, where he witnessed these majestic creatures 

firsthand. These dreams symbolize his yearning for the strength and 

vigor (vitality) of his younger years, highlighting his internal 

struggle against the physical limitations imposed by aging. 

Hemingway writes, "He only dreamed of places now and of the 

lions on the beach ". 

            Beyond representing lost youth, the lions embody Santiago's 

pride and nobility. A group of lions is termed a "pride," and 

Santiago's affection for these animals mirrors his own sense of 

dignity and self-respect. This connection underscores his belief in 

facing challenges with honor, paralleling his epic struggle with the 

marlin . 

            In his solitude, the lions offer Santiago comfort and 

motivation. They are a source of joy in his dreams, reminding him 

of happier times and fueling his determination. This recurring 

imagery reinforces his resilience, suggesting that memories of 

vitality can inspire perseverance in the face of adversity . 

            In essence, the lions in Santiago's dreams are a multifaceted 

symbol of his enduring youth, pride, and nobility. They enrich our 

understanding of his personality, illustrating a man who, despite the 

ravages of time, clings to the virtues and vigor of his past. 


