
The Lower Limb

Lecture objectives

• Identify the major regions of the lower 
limb

• Name the main bony features of the 
bones of the pelvic girdle

• Study the arrangement of the lumbar & 
sacral plexuses and the nerves of the 
lower limb
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The hip bone
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Orientation of the hip bone
Pelvic tilt
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The Lumbar Plexus



Lumbosacral trunks L4, L5



I (Twice) Get Lemon On Friday !

I: Iliohypogastric L1

I: Ilioinguinal L1 

G: Genitofemoral L1,2

L: Lat. Cut. N. of thigh L2,3

O: Obturator L2,3,4

F: Femoral L2,3,4

L
1
 -

L
2
 -

L
3
 -

L
4
 →

Q
u

a
d

ra
tu

s
lu

m
b

o
ru

m

L
2
 -

L
3
 →

P
s
o

a
s

m
a
jo

r

Segmental muscular brs



The sacral plexus





The sacral plexus

Ventral branches

Dorsal branches
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Sciatic nerve L4, L5, S1, S2, S3

Common peroneal part L4, L5, S1, S2 (dorsal)

Tibial part L4, L5, S1, S2, S3 (ventral)


