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A public space is a social space that is generally open and
accessible to people. Roads (including the pavement),
public squares, parks and beaches are typically considered

public space.
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In the medieval and Renaissance eras, represent some of the most
commonly cited open spaces. In 16th- and 17th-century London,
state authorities often cleared and redeveloped neighborhoods to
Include open public squares (Harding, 2004). In 15th-century
Florence, the prevalence of smaller neighborhood plazas paired
with churches—estimated at over 50—indicates both a lack of
formal state planning and their importance for the social, cultural,
and economic life of Florence’s neighborhood parishes
Neighborhoods in Bhaktapur, Nepal, are similarly oriented around
plazas, spaces that in history have simultaneously supported food
and craft production, markets, communal wells, and social
Interaction. In urban and rural areas of Latin America, the
ubiquitous neighborhood plaza iIs iIntertwined with the
sociocultural structure of urban society.
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Public space has also become something of a touchstone for
critical theory in relation to philosophy, (urban) geography, visual
art, cultural studies, social studies and urban design. The term
'public space' Is also often misconstrued to mean other things
such as 'gathering place', which is an element of the larger
concept of social space.



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philosophy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geography
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Visual_art
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Visual_art
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_studies
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Urban_design
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gathering_place




Historically, public space in the west has been limited to town
centres, plazzas, church squares, i.e. nearly always engineered
around a central monument, which informs the program of the
space. These spaces acted as the ‘commons' of the people; a
political, social and cultural arena,

Modern architectural critics have lamented on the ‘narrative of
loss’ within the public sphere. That 1s, modern society has
withdrawn from public life that used to inform city centers.


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Common_land
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