
Dr.Nadia Mohammed 

 
The Mohs Hardness Scale is used as a convenient way to help identify 
minerals. A mineral's hardness is a measure of its relative resistance to 
scratching, measured by scratching the mineral against another substance 
of known hardness on the Mohs Hardness Scale. 
 

Ten minerals make up the Mohs Scale from softest to hardest, they are talc 
(1), gypsum (2), calcite (3), fluorite (4), apatite (5), feldspar (6), quartz (7), 
topaz (8), corundum (9) and diamond (10). Mohs selected these minerals 
because they have clear differences in hardness and they are fairly 
common and accessible. 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 


