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Preparation of Esters; Fischer 
Esterification 

Mechanism 
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Lactones 

Most common lactones have five- or six-membered 
rings, although lactones with smaller or larger rings 

are known. 

Dr. Ahmed Mutanabbi Abdula



Saponification of 
Esters 

Esters are commonly hydrolyzed with base. The reaction 
is called saponification (from the Latin sapon, soap) 
because this type of reaction is used to make soaps 
from fats 
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