
 Precipitant or precipitating agent 

Precipitant or precipitating agent refers to the chemical that is used to cause precipitation. Ideally, a 
gravimetric precipitating agent should react specifically or at least selectively with the analyte. Specific 
reagents, which are rare, react only with a single chemical species.  
It is important to understand that the term specificity is used to tell something about the method's ability 
responding to one single analyte only, while selectivity is used when the method is able to respond to 
several different analytes in the sample.  
Specifically react only with a single chemical species, i.e., Dimethylglyoxime – Ni+2 

Selectively react with a limited number of species, i.e., AgNO3- Cl-, Br-, I- and SCN- 

 
Selective reagents, which are more common, react with a limited number of species. 
In addition to specificity and selectivity, the ideal precipitating reagent would react with the analyte to give 
a product that is: 
1. easily filtered and washed free of contaminants 
2. of sufficiently low solubility that no significant loss of the analyte occurs during filtration and washing 
3. unreactive with constituents of the atmosphere 
4. of known chemical composition after it is dried or, if necessary, ignited 

Common inorganic precipitants can be used to determine several cations and anions. In some cases, the 
formation of the same precipitate can be used to determine the cation and the anion. For example, the 
reaction of barium and chromate ions to give barium chromate is used to determine both barium and 
chromate. However, precipitates such as hydroxides, oxalates, and metal ammonium phosphates are first 
converted to a weighable form. Precipitation methods can also be applied to determine organic functional 
groups such as organic halides, carbonyl, alkoxy groups, aromatic nitro, azo, and phosphate. 

 Inorganic precipitating agents 
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 Organic precipitating agent 

Organic precipitating agents have the advantages of giving precipitates with very low solubility in water 
and a favorable gravimetric factor. Most of them are chelating agents that form slightly soluble, uncharged 
chelates with the metal ions.  
A chelating agent is a type of complexing agent that has two or more groups capable of complexing with a 
metal ion. The complex formed is called a chelate. Since chelating agents are weak acids, the number of 
elements precipitated, and thus the selectivity, can usually be regulated by adjustment of the pH. Some of 
these precipitates are not stoichiometric, and more accurate results are obtained by igniting them to form 
the metal oxides. 
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 Errors in Gravimetric analysis 

There are different causes of errors in gravimetric analysis these are as follows: 
•Inaccurate weighing. 
•Incomplete and imperfect precipitation. 
•Ignition of precipitate at either too low or too high temperature. 
•Exposure of ignited precipitate to the atmosphere. 
•Use of sub standard reagent and apparatus. 
•Haste and impatience. 

 Precaution to avoid the errors in gravimetric analysis  

Gravimetric analysis has several possible causes of error, however, a careful analyst with adequate 
technical skill would avoid frequent mistakes.  
For a successful gravimetric analysis, the following precaution should be used. 
 Since gravimetric analysis is a lengthy and tedious process, each step must be conducted with 

considerable patience. 
 Dilute solutions should be used for the precipitation since they prevent co-precipitation. 
 The precipitant should be slowly introduced with constant stirring.  This helps in large crystal growth, 

and the level of super-saturation is also decreased. 
 Precipitation should be performed under hot conditions since precipitation is most effective in hot 

solutions. 
 A slight excess of the precipitant should be added throughout the precipitation process, but significant 

excess must be avoided since they will contaminate the precipitate. 
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 Advantages of gravimetric analysis 

1. Although there are numerous sources of inaccuracy in gravimetric analysis, when conducted correctly, 
this method remains the most accurate method for chemical analysis.  

2. his procedure employs low-cost equipments.  
3. It allows for very little instrumental error and does not necessitate a set of standards to calculate the 

constituent to be determined.  
4. It is an analytical method that helps to determine the quantity of analyte based on the density of the 

solid.  
5. This approach has been developed and standardized for practically all cations and anions.  
6. This technique can also be used with neutral species like iodine, carbon dioxide, water, and 

sulfur dioxide.  
7. This method has been successfully used to estimate a wider range of organic compounds, including 

lactose in milk products, salicylates in medications, nicotine in pesticides, and cholesterol in cereals, 
among others.  

8. Possible sources of error i.e. presence of impurities can be checked easily.  

 Disadvantages of gravimetric analysis 

1. It is a macroscopic approach since a large amount of sample is needed. 
2. The study of a single element or small group of elements may generally only be done via gravimetric 

analysis at one time.  
3. The steps in this method are frequently complex, and a single mistake in the process can frequently 

cause trouble for the study. 
4. This method is time-consuming and difficult because it requires so many steps. 

 Requirements of gravimetric analysis 

1. The component that needs to be estimated must be fully precipitated. 
2. The precipitate should be pure before it weighs. 
3. The precipitate must be suitable for handling, such as filtering, washing, weighing, etc. 
4. The most fundamental requirement for the gravimetric analysis is the selection of an insoluble 

precipitate of the constituent to be determined which has sufficient stability and is suitable for 
manipulation. 
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