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1)  Richard N .Frye ,Assyria and Syria :Synonyms ,in
Journal of Near Eastern Studies) JNES -(continuing
The American Journal of Semetic Languages and
Literatures .51) January to October 1992 .(The
University of Chicago Press .Chicago ,Illinois.
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4)  John A .Tvedtnes. )
5)  The Origin of the Name” Syria”.
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See P .Kretschmer" ,Nochmals die Hypachaer
und Alaksandus” Glotta 24) 1932 :(218-19 ,a
section entitled” Der Abfall des anlautenden A :
Kleinasiatischer Eigennamen".
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E .Herzfeld ,The Persian Empire (Wiesbaden ,1968 )
pp -306-7.
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13)

14)
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See Seton Lloyd ,Early Anatolia (London ,1956) pp
.112-26.

See the extensive study by P .R .Helms" ,Greeks
in the Neo-Assyrian Levant and 'Assyria' in
Early Greek writers) "Ph .D .diss University of
Pennsylvania ,1980 ,(esp .pp .236-39 ,280-294 and
304.
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Deportees in the Neo-Assyrian Empire (W iesbaden

,1979) pp .116-35.
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20) For the Greeks ,it is insufficient to refer to a letter of
Themistocles where Aramaic is referred to as Assyria
grammata; cf .C .Nylander "Assyria Trammata
Remarks on the 21st .Letter of Themistocles"
Opuscula Atheniensia 8 (1968) 122-36.

21) SeeJ .Bury ,ed ., The Cambridge Medieval History
,vol .2 (Cambridge 1936) p .156.

22) Syriac.

23) Agathangelos ,History of the Armenians ,ed .Robert
M. Thompson (Albany 1976) p .375.

24) Syriois.

25) De Syria Dea.

27)

28)

29)

30)

by Gl 2l B 5 ) e L 0,5 (26

Moses Khorenatsci ,History of the Armenians
, trans .Robert W. Thompson (Cambridge ,Mass
,-1978) pp .67 and 94.

For the Armenian ,see any dictionary of Armenian
and for Pathian P .Gignoux ,Glossaire des inscriptions
peh-lévies et pathes (London 1972) p .47.

J .B .Chabot ,ed .And trans ,.Chronique de Michel le
syrien ,vol 3 (Paris 1905) text 524 ,trans .78.

H .Chick ,ed .and trans ,.A Chronicle of the
Carmelites in Persia 2 vols (London ,1939) p .100
Jacobite Syrian; p .107 ,George in Assyrian
Nestorian; p .198 ,Assyrians or Jacobites; p .132
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,Eastern Assyrians; and throughout Chaldaeans.
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See John Joseph ,The Nestorians and their Muslim
Neighbors (Princeton, 1961), p. ix..
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Astour ,Michael ,C ,.The Origin of the Terms"
Canaan" "Phoenician ,"and" Purple ."Read at the

174th Meeting of the American Oriental Society

New York City ,April 9,1964.
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6) Julius Lewy" ,Influences hurrites sur Israél ,”RES
,1938 ,pp .49 W. F. Albright arrived independently at
similar conclusions, published four years later (cf. n
7)

7)  Cf .E .A Speiser, in One Hundred New Selected
Nuzi Texts, translated by Rrobert H .Pfeifer,
with translations and commentary by E A
Speiser=(AASOR, XVI [1935-1936]) 49, 121f.,143;
see also no 4.
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9) E .A .Speiser", The Name Phoinikes, "Language,
XII (1936) 121-26.
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8. .p, (16.p see) "Canaanites the and Canaan",
(Mazar) Maisler .B

12) W .F .Albright", The Role of the Canaanites in the
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History of Civilization" 1st .ed .,in Studim in the
History of Culture (Menasha Wisconsin, 1942) p .25
n.50.

oeldl ] s () Of Lo iy (6553 il (13
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byl Q] Bl it 28 3 (GLeS) ¥l 55 455
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e 0o Al ] W Gl S 28 35 (S (bl
il i (5 e 1SV LS 2031 IS5 e Y
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(4663 :2 GUI o5 1) [ =+ = 0s = ST USS e
518, ) (G- -0 = STslg-5- 00— S5
s e O n OS J15LaD (911814241154 ¢48
g pally Lo gdly do A dsldl Jailas e Gl eda
A I G el Y L

oF ke Slze oS Jaf bl Jle 1gKu e sl (14
Sl G A

15) Sabatino Moscati", Sulla storia del nome Canaan,

"Studia Biblica et Orientalia, III) 1959=) (Analecta
Biblica, Vol .12) 268.
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16)

17)

19)

20)

21)

22)
23)

25)
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W F .Albright", The Role of the Canaanites in the
History of Civilization” 2nd ed .,in The Bible and
the Ancient Near East (1961) p .356, n .50.

Cf \W .von Soden, Grundriss der akkadischen
Grammatik, § 58.

(r ) (upj ) o wisTads (18
For numerous examples of genitive in -a, cf .the

indices of personal names in J .Nougayrol, PR U III
and IV.

Carl Brockelmann, Grundriss der vergleichenden
Grammatik der Semitischen Sprachen, 1 (1908) §
218.a, lists Kena'an among nouns with the suffix-
n, along with Hebrew sippdren", nail, "and a few
analogous formations in other Semitic languages
.Same approach in Arthur Ungnad, Hebraische
Grammatik (1912) § 121 .I1I .2.b.

A .Goetze", Cilicians, "JCS, XVI (1962) 52, still
lists (.-&S) among geographical names which end
in the Hurrian plural article -na; Albright preferred
the singular form of this article -, ni.

E .A .Speiser, op .cit (see n .4) p.123,n.12.

B .Maisler) Mazar" (Canaan and the Canaanites,
"BASOR, No. 102 April (1946) pp .7-12.

.(17210)l:A)lJ,&.~(24
In the sentence "(fxS e » i) gather up from
the ground thy k "It is true that the Targum renders
it by schorat, and Symmachus by emporia But
the Septuagint has simply hypstasis", anything
set under, a stand, base bottom sediment, “which
agrees both with the meaning of the root"(&S) see
next paragraph of the text "and with the context
in which the noun occurs in Jer 10:17 .It evidently
designates any bundle, load, or burden set down
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from the shoulders or animal-back to the ground.

26) As it has been generally presumed earlier and is
now stated by Moscati op .cit (n.9) p .269.

g JTU ) s a8 5 (27

28) W .F .Albright, loc .cit (n .10) .

29) In the form (&) it means (a) “fall, or be thrown,
face-down to the ground”, (b) “approach, arrive”
said of the night “.(Cf .A .de Bieberstein Kazimirski,
Dictionnaire arabe-francais, 11, 935 f.

30) Occidere.
31) Occident.

32) Cf.R .Labat, Manuel d'épigraphie akkadienne .Nos
307,597, 58; CAD, IV 258-59.

33) In EA 151:50 ([& ¢+ - U- S ] <) ,designates all
of Syria including Phoenicia, the Orontes valley,
Ugarit, and even Danuna )Eastern Cilicia .(mat
Ki-na-a[h]-ni in EA 109:46 and mat Ki-na-a-ah-[hi]
in EA 30 :1 have the same comprehensive meaning
In the Pentateuch, J and P call the pre-Israelite
population” Canaanites “,E and D”, “Amorites”
-->.There is much confusion in tradition between
Canaanites and Amorites, whose language and
culture differed so little, that it is hard to find
a satisfactory criterion for use of these names ",W
.F .Albright", The Biblical Period ",in The Jews :
Their History, Culture, and Religion, ed .by Louis
Finkelstein, I (1949) 13.

34) Phoinix, Phoinikes.
35) Phoinix.

36) Ed.Meyer, Geschichte des Altertums, I (2nd and 3d
ed).1, 97; 2, 86.

37) Phoinos.
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38)
39)

41)
42)

43)

45)
46)

47)

48)
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E .A .Speiser, op .cit (n .4) p .123.

Emile Boisacq, Dictionnaire étymologique de la
langue grecque (1923) pp .1032f.

(o ) Bl o5 LU 2l JIal psT (40
Linear B texts

M . Ventris and J .Chadwick, Documente in
Mycenaean Greek (1956) pp 344, 405.

Ibid, .p .405.

Lacd gl (44
Rubia tinctorum L.
See R .J .Forbes, Studies in Ancient Technology,
IV (1956) 106ff Note in particular" :Much confusion
has been caused by the untranslatable terms used by
the ancients to design the different shades of scarlet,
purple, and crimson . . . .A term like” purpura
(“Gr. porphyra) may mean anything in the violet-
purple-scarlet range... Purple being so expensive (
7000-1b was of course imitated and we have many
recipes for such substitutes) “(p .119);” Vitru-vius’
description of the imitation purple dyes made in his
days (VII, 14.1-2):'Purple colors are also made by
dyeing chalk with madder and hyaginum' (p .131);
dyeing with madder am reconstructed by Reinkin
from the text of the Papyrus Holmiensis” :Dyeing
purple with madder” (p .136).

R& 19-56 (Ch .Virolleaud, PRU V, No .51) (4) arbc
kkrm (5) tmn mat Kbd (6) pwt (partition line) (7 )
tmn .mat .pttm”, four talents eight hundred heavy)
shekels (of madder-) dyed wool, (eight hundred
(heavy shekels) of linen “.The word pwt is left
without translation in PRU V.

The mutual relation of the forms Puwwa and PG'a
is the same as between Ugaritic hw (pronounced
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52)
53)
54)
55)
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hwwa) and Hebrew huv (still pronounced hiiv a at
the time of the Dead Sea Scrolls). The Ugaritic pers
. .Pwn (Gordon UM 313:8) may be related.

Tola  properly" worm ",designated the kermes
insects from which crimson dye was extracted, and
the dye itself ( also called sani in Hebrew Tn in
Ugaritic); same use of the cognate tultu in Akkadian
cf hu-ru-hu-ra-ti sa tu-ul-times (genitive) rouge ex-
tracted from worms ",preceded by SIG nadugnimes
and SIG ki-na-ah-hi" blue and red purple wool, "in
the Nuzu text SMN 538= (No .77 of the collection
by Pfeiffer and Speiser, quoted n .3 above) 11 13-15
Is it only by coincidence that the name of Mount
Tabor (Tabor) situated in the same territory as the
two clans Toélac and Puwwa, recalls tabarru, the
comprehensive Akkadian term for" purple, scarlet
(probably a loanword?)

Phoin-ix.

The suffix (ix) =(ik-s) is Greek .The diphthong
-0i- is due to the normal transformation phon-io-s
(no relation to phonos" murder")! <phoinos .The
vowel o for Semitic u is quite common in Greek
transliterations (especially in the Septuagint) Latin
punicus may have retained the original vocalization (
the Romans could have borrowed the word directly
from the Carthaginians); the diphthongization in
Poenus is an inner-Latin development.

Poen-us.
Pun-icus.
Ventris and Chadwick, op .cit .,pp .91, 135.

Albright, in the passage referred to in n .16 above,
suggested that Greek kyanos", lapis lazuli) "whence
kyaneos",dark-blue) "was connected with Akkadian
uqna (Ugaritic iqni), same meaning.
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64)
65)
66)

67)
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porphyra.
Purple.
Popureja.
Porphyrea.
Ventris and Chadwick, op .cit .,p .321, 405.
Porphyro.
Boisacq, op .cit .,pp .805 f.

Liddel and Scott, Greek and English Dictionary,
pp .1226 f., supposed that the common semantic
element in porphyr6 and porphyra was the idea of
darkness; others, conversely, tried to identify the
idea of the rapid movement of the waves with that
of brilliance sparkling variation of colon (quoted in
Boisacq loc .cit.).

Ventris and Chadwick, op .cit .,p .405.
Boisacq .,loc .cit.

Victor Bérard, Les Phiniciens et 1'Odyssée (2nd
ed.,1927) 1, 409.

Forbes, op .cit ., IV, 114.

olo Sall IV 0,31 il Gles, Jle sV il (68

69)

70)

71)

72)

A el e Obs
Cf .the dictionaries by Lane, Kazimirski, Koehler
and Baumgarten Jastrow and Dalmann.

The word firfir for" purple, violet "exists in Arabic
but it probably has been borrowed from the Greek.

For the Greeks of the second millennium B.C
,the term "Phoenicians "certainly included the
Ugaritians, who possessed a thriving purple
industry and were actively engaged in commerce
with the Aegean.

Cf.V .Bérard, op .cit .,1, 407-10.
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73)  Speiser", The Name Phoinikes , "p .121.

74) J Beloch", Die Phoeniker am aegaeischen Meer,
"Rheinisches Museum fiir Philologie, NF, XLIX
(1894) 127; Ed .Meyer, Gesch .d Altertums, II (2nd
and 3d ed) Part 1, p .254, n .1; and several other
authors.

i (g i ! i Ju2i (3
* The Origin of the term Saracen and the Rawwafa
Inscription. David F. Graf and M. O'Connor, (Ann
Arbor, Mich., U .S .A.). Byzantine Studies, vol 4,

part 1, (1977), p. 52-66.

**Saracan.

1) The first OED date for Saracen is c¢ .893 , for
arabiens (sic) and arabic ¢ 1391 :see The Compact
Edition of the Oxford English Dictionary (Oxford
Oxford Univ .Press, 1971) pp .106, 2639. Standard
modern treatments of saracéni include J .H
.Mordtmann “Saracens “in The Encyclopedia of
Islam, ed .M .T Houtsma, et al,. 1 st ed (Leiden :E
J Brill, 1934) IV 155-56; and B .Moritz” Saraka”,
in Pauly’s Real-Encyclopadie der classischen
Altertumswissenschaft ed G .Wissowa, W Kroll,
et .al .,2nd series Stuttgart J .B .Metzler 1896-1 pt
.2, cols .2387-90 .Patrologiaec Cursus Completus
Series Grae-ca-latina ed .J .P .Migne, 161 vols in
166) Paris :Seu Petit-Montrouge, 1857-66(; and
Patrologiae Cursus Completus .Series Latina, ed .J
.P Migne, 221 vols (Paris J P .Migne, 1844-64) are
cited as PG and PL; Scriptores Historiae Augustae
is abbreviated SHA.

2) A note on the languages to be discussed below
may be provided The three major branches of the
Semitic family provide relevant evidence .Fast
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3)

4)

5)
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Semitic  represented by Akkadian, offers only
cognate evidence .Northwest Semitic divided
into the Aramaic and Canaanite groups, offers
cognate data from the latter (Hebrew) and direct
evidence from several dialects of the Aramaic
group Nabatean Palmyrene and Hatran, used by the
urban populations of southern Palestine, Syria and
upper Iraq for writing purposes only. South Semitic
offers the evidence of tile North Arabian (or Arabic
) dialects Thamudic, Safaitic and Classical Arabic
(often cited below as Arabic simply). Classical
Arabic forms are cited with the (s » <) for ease
of comparison across writing systems.

J T Milik, O .P" lInscriptions grecques et
nabatéennes de Rawwafah “in Preliminary Survey
of N .W .Arabia, 1968, ed .P .J Parr , G .L .Harding
and J E .Dayton = University of London .Bulletin of
the Institute of Archaeology, 10 (1971) 64-58 .The
inscriptions treated in this paper had been studied,
on the basis of poor photographs by F .Altheim and
Ruth Stiehl, Die Araber in der alten Welt (Berlin
de Gruyter, 1969) V pt .2 24-25; and J .Teixidor”,
Bulletin d’epigraphie semitique 1970, “Syria 47)
1970, (37779 .The most recent treatment of them
is that of G .W Bowersock" The Greek-Nabatacan
Bilingual at Ruwwafa, Saudi Arabia, "in Le monde
grec Hommages a Claire Préaux (Brussels, 1975) pp
.513-22.

It was proviously suggested by Aloys Sprenger,
Die alte Geographie Arabiens als Grundlage der
Entwicklungsgeschichte des Semitismus (Bern :
von Huber 1875) p .201, who understood the term to
mean" ally (of Rome) We will propose that it refers
to an internal organization of North Arabians.

For information on the texts, see the bibliography
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7)

8)

9)
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cited apud n .3 Bowersock contends that" the new
bilingual inscription . . . puts beyond any doubt that
northwestern Saudi Arabia, precisely that part of
the peninsula which had been part of the Nabataean
kingdom until A.D .106 was after that date a part of
the Roman province of Arabia" Préaux p 516 .This
is, as we shall see not the only construction which
can be put on the inscription's text and location.

Theodor Mommsen", Der Begriff des Limes-
" Westdeutsche Zeitschrift 13 (1894) 13443 =
Gesammelte Schriften (Berlin Weidmannsche 1908)
V sec 2, 456-64.

R .E .Briiddnnow and A .von Dornaszewski, Die
Provincia Arabia 3 vols (Strassburg :K .J .Trubner,
1904-09).

A Poidebard , La trace de Rome dans le désert de
Syria Recherches aériennes (1925-32) Bibliothéque
historique et archéologique 18 (Paris :Geuthner
1934).

As is argued for southern Palestine by Mordechai
Gichon in" The Negev Frontier, "in Israel and
her Vicinity in Roman and Byzantine Periods, ed
.S Applebaum (Tel Aviv :Tel Aviv Univ .,1967)
pp .35-64;" The Origins of the Limes Palestinae
and the Major Phases of its Development, "in
Studien zu den militargrenzen Roms .Vortrage
des 6 .Internationalen Limes-Kongressus in
Stiddeutschland (Koln Bohlau, 1967) pp .175-93;"
Das Verteidigungssystern und die Verteidiger
des Flavischen Limes in Juda, "in Provincialia
FFestchrift ffir Rudolf Laur-Belart, ed .E .Schmid,
et al (Stuttgart / Basel Schwabe 1968) pp .317-34;"
The Military Significance of Certain Aspects of the
Limes Palestinae in Roman Frontier Studies :The
Proceedings of the 7th International Congress , ed
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11)

12)
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.S .Applebaum (Tel Aviv :Tel Aviv Univ .,1971) pp
.191-200 For Arabia , see now G .W .Bowersock"
Limes Arabicus, "Harvard Studies in Classical
Philology, 80) 1976 (219-29 , who suggests that the
transformation of the Roman concept of limes from
a fortified line to a whole region was the result of
the special conditions of the eastern frontier where
such a defensive system was a necessity.

For a more detailed discussion of the material in
this section with full references and a map , see
D .F .Graf", The Saracens and the Defense of
the Arabian Frontier "Bulletin of the American
Schools of Oriental Research , 229 (1978) 1-26.

Alois Musil, The Northern Hegaz (New York :
American Geographical Society, 1926) p .258.

The Thamudic material is abundant but not entirely
accessible to scholars who, like us, lack direct
control of the texts .For a general survey see A .van
den Branden, Histoire de Thamoud, Publications
de 1'Université Libanaise Section des études
historiques VI (Beyrouth Université Libanaise,
1966) Any impression of good order in the field,
however can be corrected by looking at A .Jamme,
Thamudic Studies (Washington D.C .,1967) who
devotes particular attention to the weaknesses of
van den Branden's textual publications, which form
the basis of his Histoire .On Safaitic texts, see the
references in n .60.

It is not necessary , with Bowersock , Préaux,
p .517 , to interpret this as an expression of the
forntier subservient relationship of the Thamud to
the Nabateans .Nabatean was simply the official
language of diplomatic interchange for the region, in
which the Nabateans had probably only previously
shared control with other inhabitants of the Hejaz;
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see Philip C .Hammond, The Nabatacans-Their
History Culture and Archaeology Studies in
Mediterranean Archaeology, vol 37 (Gothenburg :
Paul Astrdms 1973) ,pp .29-34.

14) The locus of srkt is missing from the transcription
of Altheim and Stiehl Teixidor working from their
photographs read drbt" of Robatu ".Milik , however
does not regard the reading of the word as being in
question .The word itself is discussed further below
In quoting Milik's text, we do not reproduce his
markings on uncertain letters, since our comments
cannot hope to replace his edition.

15) For further discussion of the two governors
mentioned in the Rawwafa texts, and related
problems in the gubernatorial and consiliar fasti,
see Bowersock, Préaux , pp .516-17.

16) Nabatean hfyt" salutations "is the verbal noun of the
Thamudic cognate of the Classical Arabic hafa" to
receive kindly and hospitably" A related form of the
verb occurs in the Palmyrene of a Greek-Palmyrene
bilingual cited by Milik, p .57 .The word is not
known in Aramaic and is, therefore assumed to
be a loan from Thamludic into Nabatean .On the
Greek translation of the term protropi" exhortation,
encouragement, "see Bowersock, Préaux, p 515.

17) The referent of the pronominal suffix of Nabatean
rmshm" he made peace among/ between them "is
obscure .Both Bowersock and Milik assume that
the peace was made among the Thamud .This term
is also a loan into Nabatean from Thamudic Arabic,
as Milik notes on the basis of the Classical Arabic
cognate.

18) G .F .Mendenhall, The Tenth Generation :The
Origins of the Biblical Tradition (Baltimore :John
Hopkins Univ .Press, 1973) pp 163-73.
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23)

24)

25)

26)
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Developments from the early fourth century on
are dealt with niost recently by Bowersock in his
treatment of the Imru' 1-Qais inscription of 328 ,
Préaux pp .520-22.

De Materia Medica 1.60.
Historia Naturalis 6.3 2.157.

Contra Moritz, col .2388 and Mordtinann , p .155
.W .Caskel associates the name arreni (as lie cites
one of Pliny’s forms) with Arabic, s in" The
Bedouinization of Arabia, "in Studies in Islamic
Cultural History ed .G .F .von Gruncliauni,
American Anthropological Association Memoirs
76 (Menaslia Wise :.American Anthropological
Association, 1954) pp 36-46, esp .p .39; this paper was
also published as” Zur Beduinisierung Arabiens,
»Zeitschrift der Deutschen Morgenlandische
Gesellschaft, 103 (1953) 28-36 .If these two texts are
associated with saracéni, then the historical context
for the etymology proposed here would have to be
reconsidered.

Geographia 6.7. 21; 5.17.3 .On the city Saraka ,
mentioned in Geographia 6.7.41 , see Moritz, col
.2388.

Ammianus Marcellinus 14.4.2; see A .A .Vasiliev",
Notes on Some Episodes Concerning the Relations
Between Arabs and the Byzantine Empire from the
Fourth to the Sixth Centuries, "Dumbarton Oaks
Papers, 9-10 (1956) 306-16 .In addition , the SHA
refers to a conflict of the saracini with Rome in the
last part of the second century (Pescennius Niger 7.8)

Notitia Dignitatum in Partibus Orientis 28.17; 34.22;
ed.Otto Seeck (Berlin Weidinann, 1876) pp .59 and 73.

Mordtrnann, p .156, gives some rough indications
of the ways in which saracéni was diffused, through
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27)

28)

29)

30)

31)

29
late antiquity and into the Early Modern period.

See , for example, Socrates, Historia Ecclesiastica
436= PG, LXVII col 556B-C; John Cassian,
Collationes 6.1=PL, XLIX, col. 645A; Procopius
Anecdota /Historia Arcana 24.12-14; and Cyril of
Scythopolis Vita Sabas 72 in E .Schwartz, Kyrillos
von Skythopolis, Texte und Untersuchungen 49.2/
4.4.2 (Leipzig :Hinrich, 1939) p .175.

Panegyrici Latini 11(3).5.4 , ed .G .Bachrens
(Leipzig :Teuliner 1911) p 279= ¢d R A B
Mynors (Oxford :Clarendon, 1964) p .260= ed
.E Galletier (Paris, 1949) 1, 55 .See in general
W .Ensslin, Zur Ostpolitik des Kaisers Diokletian,
Sitzungsberichte der Bayerischen Akademie
der Wissenschaften  Philosophisch-historische
Abteilung, 1942, Heft 1 (Miinchen :Bayerischen
Akademie der Wissenschaften, 1942). On the fourth
century witnesses of Ulpianus and Uranius, which
survive only through Stephanus Byzantinus , see
Mordtmann, p .155; F .Jacoby, Die Fragmente der
griechischen Historiker , HIC )Leiden :E .J Brill ,
1958(; and more recently, the Harvard dissertation
of J .M 1 .West, Uranius, abstracted in flarvard
Studies in Classical Philology, 78 (1974) 282-84.

SHA, Aurelian 11.3; Probus 4.1 .The saracéni
continue to serve the Romans as late as the time of
Justinian; see V .Christides”, Arabs as ‘Barbaroi’
Before the Rise of Islam “,Balkan Studies, 10 (1969)
315-24 Contra Christides’ contention, barbaros is a
word of Sumerian origin.

SHA, Aurelian 27.4; 28.4; cf .Firmus (The Four
Tyrants) 3.3.

SHA, Aurelian 11.3; The Thirty Tyrants 30.8;
Festus, Brevarium 3.16 on which see J \W .Eadie,
The Brevarium of Festus (London: Athlorle Press,
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1967) p .77.
SHA, Aurelian 33.4.

As was observed by T .Mommsen", Ammians
Geographia" Hermes 16 (1881) 602-36, at
p 635, who remarked that the historian was
besser geeignet hofische nichtswiirdigkeit zu
durchschauen als in die Individualitat andersartiger
Volker sich hineinzudenken. “The same point
is emphasized in more recent studies :see
W Seyfarth" Nomadenvolker an den Grenzen
der spatromischen Reiches: Beobachtungen
des Ammianus Marcellinus) iber Hunnen und
Sarazenen", in Das Verlhaltnis von Bodenbauern
und Viehziitichtern in historischer Sicht=Deutsche
Akademie der Wissenschaften zu Berlin, Institut
fir Orientforschung, 69 (1969) 207-13 .For further
details, see R .Syme Ammianus and the Historia
Augusta (Oxford: Clarendon, 1968) p .64; J .F
Gilliam "Ammianus and the Historia Augusta :
The Lost Books and the Period 117-285", Bonner
Historia Augusta Colloqium 1970, Antiquitas
Reihe 4 Beitrage zur Historia Augusta Forschung
10 (Bonn :Rudolf Habelt, 1972) pp 125-47, esp.
p .132; A .Chastagnol, "Sources, themes et
procédés de composition dans les 'Quadrige
Tyrannorum," Recherches sur I'Histoire Auguste,
Antiquitas Reihe 4, Beitrage zur Historia Augusta
Forschung 6 (Bonn: Rudolf Habelt 1970) pp .69-98
, esp .p .81; and W .Richer, "Die Darstellung der
Hunnen bei Ammianus Marcellinus (32.2.1-11)
“Historia 23 (1974) 343-77, esp .366-68 .The theme
of the general Saracen image reflected in most
Byzantine writers "is taken up in connection with
Procopius in V .Christides", Saracens Prodosia
in Byzantine Sources "Byzantion, 40 (1971) 5-13
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.Christides appreciates the political implications
of ethnographic levelling" :The situation depicted
by Procopius is but one rather glaring example of
the catastrophic results created by the Byzantine
attitude, and which a century later were to fling
open the door of the whole East to the invading
Moslem army, "11 p .13 Fixed ethnographical
language is not a phenomenon of only the ancient
and mediaeval periods .Rodney Needharn, the
Oxford anthropologist, has observed thal, nowadays
"everybody . . knows that untutored peoples are
said to fear the capture of their souls in the visitor's
little black box ",be it camera or tape-recorder”, but
no one ...can tell me where this common idea came
from"; lie notes that it does not figure in formal
ethnographical description, but only in journalistic
commentary of persons ignorant of the languages
in which the beliefs would be expressed; see" Little
Black Boxes ",The Times Literary Supplement (28
May 1976).

34) The earliest use seems to be Jerome's, discussed
by Mordtmann, p 156 See als Sozomen, Historia
Ecclesiastica 6.38=PG, 1-XVII col. 1412B; cf
Epiphanius, Adversus Haereses 1.2.30.33=PG, XLI
col. 469A.

35) Sarah's demand occurs in Genesis 21.10, the angelic
dialogue in Genesis 16.7-14 .On the historical
background of the passage in Genesis see I .Ephc
al", 'Ishmael' and 'Arab (s) ' :A Transformation
of Ethnological Terms, "Journal of Near Eastern
Studies, 35 (1976) 225-35, and references.

36) John of Damascus , De Haeresibus 101=PG , XCIV,
col .764 A-B The realities are not entirely unrelated

.The Hagarites, mentioned once in the Psalter
(Psalm 82.7) and thrice in 1 Chronicles ( 5.10, 19, 20)
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41)

42)

43)

43)
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may be associated with the agraei of the classical
geographers and with the ancient commercial center
Hegra, modern Meda' in Salih; see R .F Schnell",
Hagrite, "Interpritor's Dictionary of the Bible, 4 vols
(New York Abingdon Press, 1962) 11, 511.

According to Anastas Mari al-Kirmili", Arabs or
Roamers? “al-Machriq 7 (1904), (34043) in Arabic.

Mordtinann , p .156; Moritz, col .2388; cf .C .P
.Grant, The Syrian Desert (New York :Macmillan,
1938) p .19.

This view also requires levelling variances within
Ptolmy's account as Moritz, col .2388, does, with the
aid of fatuous notions about Arabian pastoralism.

Lusebius, Historia Ecclesiastica 6.42=PG, XX, col
.613B, referring to the Decian persecutions; related
material is discussed by Mordtmann p .156.

E.g .,Ammonius", The Forty Martyrs of the Sinai
Desert, "a Palestinian Syriac text translated in The
Forty Martyrs of the Sinai Desert and the Story
of Eulogios, ed .A .S .Lewis, Horae Semiticae
9 )Cambridge Cambridge Univ Press, 1912, (pp
.1-14; and Nilus of Ancyra, Narrationes 91C=PG ,
LXXIX col .666; for discussion , see P .Mayerson
",The Desert of Southern Palestine According to
Byzantine Sources -, Proceedings of the American
Philosophical Society, 107) 1963, (160-72.

Mortiz , col .2388; this view is rejected in C .C
R Murphy," WhoWere the Saracens? "Asiatic
Review, 41 (1945) 188-90.

According to al-Kirmili, 342, who mentions that
Yaqut also associated the term with the Arabic
verb saraha" to roam freely ."The extension of
geographical or social organizational designations
to embrace other areas or social groups is not
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44)
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unknown in Arabia.

We igonre some bad ideas adequately rejected by
Murphy, p. 189.

Accepted by Alois Musil, Arabia Deserta (New
York :American Geographical Society, 1927)
p .494; Moritz , col .2388; and by the great Burton
according to Murphy , p .189; discussed and rejected
by Mordtmann p .156 The phonological grounds he
uses deserve discussion .The only ancient spelling
of a cognate of saracéni in a Semitic writing system
is sarqi, given in the two Talmuds; Syriac materials
may be excluded , as firmly within the Greek
sphere If this were a simple loan from a comparable
Semitic sound system, the etymological question
would be closed :the Arabic root behind the name
would have to be srq (see below) It is not . There are
three objections to taking the information from the
Talmuds at face value (1) Talmudic Aramaic sarqi
could as well be a loan from Latin or Greek as from
Arabic; the use of Aramaic q rather than Aramaic
k for Latin /Greek c /k is exemplified several
thousand times over; this objection Mordtmann
cites only in passing; (2) sarqi could well reflect
a popular etymology related to Talmudic Aramaic
seraq (see below); (3) the structure of the sibilant
system of Arabic at least up to the time of the Arab
grammarians is difficult .So , despite Mordtmarm's
wise citation of it, the Talmudic evidence is virtually
useless .Moritz's comments on the phonology are
bizarre , col .2389.

O .Eissfeldt", Das alte Testament im Lichte der
safatenischen Inschriften "Zeitschrift der Deutschen
Morgenlandidischen Gesellschaft 104 (1954) 88-
118 , rpt .in Kleine Schriften, cd .R. Sellheim and
F .Maass (Tiibingen :Mohr 1966) 111, 289-317 .This
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47)

48)

49)

50)

51)

52)

53)
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essay must be used with caution; see Jamme,
Safaitic Notes, p .1 (cited infra , sub n .60).

Moritz, col .2388; his position is strangely nuanced
‘he takes qedem as an old proper name, later
interpreted as" east "and then rendered into Arabic.

G .E Mendenhall", Man, "in The Biblical
Archaeologist Reader, cd E .F Campbell , Jr .and D
N .Freedman (Garden City, N .Y :.Anchor Books
1964) pp .3-20 , esp .pp .16-18.

Al-Kirmili, p .342, is wrong in insisting that saracéni
must be a designation of foreign origin, although
one symphathizes with this reaction in the face of
the etymological darkness.

E Komemann", Die neueste limesforschung)
1900-1906 (im Lichte der romischkaiserlichen
Grenzpolitik, "Klio, 7 (1907), 113; W. Seston,
Dioclétien et la tétrachie, Bibliothéque des écoles
frangaises d'Athénes et de Rome, 62 (Paris :Boccard,
1946) p .154 ,n 3.

On this difficulty, see Murphy , p .169 and al-
Kirmili , p .342 who rightly notes that the stock of
Southwestern Asiatic directional usages simply
does not include this one.

This opinion apparently originated with C .C .R
.Murphy , who cites the root erroneously as srk; he
makes a compensatory error in citing the Talmudic
form of the name and is thus correct in making the
forms agree.

Mordtmann , p .157, says the Arabic part of this
etymology dates back to the humanist Joseph
Scaliger (1540-1609) who acquired a knowledge
of both Arabic and Hebrew as a young man; it
is discussed and rejected by Murphy p 189 .The
Akkadian word was first invoked by H .Winckler",
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Saracenen, "in Altorientalische Forschungen, 11, pt
1 (Leipzig Pfeiffer, 1898) pp .74-76 who however,
was wrong about the meaning of the word; he
thought, following Delitzsch , that the root meant"
to be alone "and sarraqu", waste-dweller ."His lead
was followed in part by A .Kammerer, Pétra et la
Nabaéne (Paris Geuthner, 1929) p .26 3.

54) Mendenhall, Tenth Generation , pp .122-41.

55) R .Giveon, Les Bédouins Shousou des documents
égyptiens (Leiden E .J Brill Ltd ..1971) pp .261-64

56) Dio Cassius 75.2.4; Aurelius Victor, De Caesaribus
284; Ammianus Marcellinus 28.2.11-14 .See in
general R . Macmillen, Enemies of the Roman Order
(Cambridge, Mass :.Harvard Univ Press,1967) pp
.192-241, 255-68.

57) Pliny, Historia Naturalis 6.30.125; Animianus
Marcellimus 24.2.4; Julian Orationes 1.2113; cf
Jerome , Epistola 126 = PI , XXII col .1086; John
Cassian Collationes 6 .1 =PL, X LIX, col .64 5 A.

58) E .W .Lane, Arabic-English Lexicon, 1 vol .in
8 (London Williams and Norgate, 1863-93) bk .i,
1541 -43 .The religious sense of Form IV 'asraka
billahi" to set up or attribute associates to God i.e .,
to be a polytheist , idolator (and at least sometimes a
Christian is probably) not apposite.

59) G .E Mendenhall", Puppy and Lettuce in North-
West Semitic Covenant Making, "Bulletin of the
American Schools of Oriental Research, 133 (1954
26-30).

60) The word occurs in the phrase bn srk" among
associates "in Oxtoby Safaitic Text 58, according
to W .G .Oxtoby, Some Inscriptions of the Safaitic
Bedouin, American Oriental Society Scries. vol
.50 (New Haven Conn :.American Oriental Soviet,
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62)
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1968) p .48 This reading is rejected by A .Jamme
who reads st :sbk" making nets "in his review of
Oxtoby Orientalia, 40 (1971) 274-86, esp .p .284,
in which he notes many inadequacies in Oxtoby's
publication Jamme himself reads the verbal noun
of the simple stern of the verb srk in a text in the
Littmann Safaitic corpus discussed in Safaitic
Notes (Commentary of JaS 44-176) (Washington
D.C ., 1970) p .88, n 150 It must be noted that because
of the size and complexity of the pre-Islamic Arabic
and South Arabian corpora, few generalizations are
safe and we do not wish to claim competence in
this difficult area For an introduction to the state of
the field, see-A .Jamme "Un nouvel inventaire des
noms propres et des textes arabes prdislamiques in
Miscellandes d'ancient arabe 11 (Washington, D.C
,1971) pp .93-150.

Referred to by Milik, p .57, but not yet published
to the best of our knowledge The similar
formants discussed in J .T .Milik, "A propos d'un
atelier monétaire d'Adiabéne :Natounia, "Revue
numismatique, VI¢, 4 (1962) 51-58 esp .pp 56-8, are
probably not relevant.

In Palmyrene , Jurgen Kurt Stark cites srykw"
associate , friend vocalized in Greek sereixos and
in Latin suricus, in Personal Names in Palmyrene
Inscriptions (Oxford :Clarendon, 1971) p .116
.Seventy-two cases of srk as a name occur in Safaitic
texts, along with one Qatabanian (South Arabian)
case; the related name bhsrkt occurs in Thamudic
texts; these references are drawn from G .Lankester
llarding An Index and Concordance of' Pre-Islamic
Arabian Names and Inscriptions, Near and Middle
East Series (8 Toronto :Univ .of Toronto Press, 1971)
PP .123 and 347, this volume is not entirely reliable,
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64)
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and we have not checked the relevant citations .See
Jamme's review of the book cited in n .60.

The ending has many more functions than as a
marker of hypocoristica; for a general survey, see
Frauke Grondahl, Die Personermanien der Texte
aus Ugarit, Studia Polil 1 (Roma: :Pontificium
Institutum Biblicum, 1967) pp 51-53 and the
literature cited in n .216; on the related Arabic
broken plural patterns ficlan fuclan , see W .Wright
A Grammar of the Arabic Language, 3rd .ed, 2 vols,
rpt (Cambridge Cambridge Univ Press, 1933-67) 1,
216-18.

Periplus Maris Exteri 17a, in Geographia Graeci
Minores, ed. C Miiller (Paris :Firmin Didot, 1855)1,
526.
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Bowersock, Glen, W .. Roman Senators from the
Near East :Syrian Judaea Arabia, Mesopotamia,
in Studies on the Eastern Roman Empire-Social
Economic and Administrative History, Religion,
Historiography .Keip Velag / Goldbach 1994.
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1)  Hans Pohlsander, Philip the Arab and Christianity

.HISTORIA: Zeitschrift fiir Alte Geschichte, Band
XXIX 1980 .Trier, Tiibingen, Bern.

2)  Euseb. - Hieron. Olymp. 256 (ed. Fotheringham
299). De Vir. I11. 54 (bis)

3)  7.20.2.

4)  Anonymus Valesianus.

5)  Prosper Tiro.

6)  Polemius Silivius.

7)  Cassiodorus.

8)  Jordanes.

9)  Isodor the younger.
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Ed. Meyer

Odaenathus

Adfictus maceratus fustibus
Adolf von Harnack
Araceni

erébu

Arthur Stein

Ernst Stein

Arreni

Augustus

Avidius Cassius
Avidius C. Cassius
Avidius C. Heliodorus
Province Arabia
Scenitas Arabas
Games Secular
Elgabal

Alexander Severus
Linear B tablets
Aloise Musil
Ambrose

Ammianus Marcellinus
Anteros

Antistius Q. Adventus

Antoninus Pius
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Antonius Flamma
Engelbert Kirschbaum
Anonzmus Valesianus

Autochthonous
Orcula Sebyllina
Aurelian

Orosius

Origen

Oscan

A. E. Speiser
Deposito Martirum
Erich Caspar
Isidor the Younger
Ephisus

Aemilius L.Iuncus
Foederati

B. H. Warmington
Babylas

Bithynia
Briinnow

Prospor Tiro
Procleianus
Pflaum

Bogazkoy

Paul Allard
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Polemius Silivius
Pompey

from Macer
Pompeius

Mytilene

Pontus
Pontianus
Bithynia

Bede

Pergamum
Perge

Historia Augusta
Historia Naturalis
Chadwick

TU

Tertullian

Tulianus
Alexander .

Titus

Ti Tulius

Timesitheus
Theodosius

G. B. DeRossi

J. T. Milik
Jaques Zeiller
Jean Danielou
George Brauer Jr

Jordanes
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Jules Leberton
John A.F. Gregg
John M. York Jr.
Jerome

Limes Duplex
Aretas

Pontifex Maximus
Jewish War
Chronicon Paschale
Chrysostom

Chna

D. Velius Rufus
koinon

Defunctus

Decius
Domaszewski
Domitian

Medica Materia De
Deposito

Didius L M.arinus
Discinctus Est
Discinctus
Dioscurides Anazarbus
Diocletian

Dioclitian
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Dionysius of Alexandria
Rabbel

Romulus Augustulus
Res Gestae Divi Saporis
Zosimus

Zonaras

Saturninus

Sardis

Sabatino Moscati
Septimius Marianus
Septimius Odaenathus
Septimius Severus
Stewart Irvon Oost
Sentius Proculus
Sohaemus

Sakanu

Shotwell

oriental sentors
Trajan

De Spectaculis

Julio - Claudian age
gu

Galatia

Gallienus

Gratian
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Gordian III
Guhonjos
Gessius Marcianus
Fabian
Varius Marcellus
Altheim Franz

Thamudeni
equites

Illyriciani

equestrian
Millar Fergus
Vespasian
Victoria
Boethus Flavius
E .G .Weltin
Ventris

Pi a

Puwwa
icus-Pun
s-io-Phon
Phonos
Ponika
Poen-us
Phoin-ix
Phoinika
Phoinikes
Via Nova
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Vidius Rufus
Velius
Vindonissa
Praetor Quintius
Cappadocia
Quaestor
Liberian Catalog
Cassiodorus

kal

Liber Pontificalis
Claudia

Claudius Ti. Pompeianus
Celsus Polemaeamus
kinahhu

Kinahhu

Kin - nn

Kn

kenaa

Kinau
Commagene
Commodus
Quintilii

Cyprian

Cirta

Cyrene
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Cyrrhus

L. Tulius Procleianus
L. Tulius Marinus
Landolfus Sagax
lectio difficilior
Leclercq

Ludwig Hertling
Lucilla

Loomis

Lycia
Lycia-Pamphylia
Licinius Mucianus
Leontius

mat Amurri

mat Subari

mat Kinahhi

mat Mitanni
MAR-TU

Marcus Aurelius
Marcus Aurelius
Maximinus Thrax
Maximinus
Marianus

Mazar

liberarum statum
corrigendum ad civitiatum
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Calistus of Catacomb
Mommsen

Kome Leuke

Niribu

Coloniae Patronus
Novatian

Numidia

H. M. D. Parker
Hadrian

Hans Lietzmann

Herodes Atticus
Helmut Halfmann
Henri Seyrig
Henry Grégoire
Henry Marrou
Honorius
Hermann Bengston
W. Ensslin

W. H. C. Frend
Suffect

W.F. Albright
Arabia Felix
Eusebius

Julia Domna
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Julia Mamaea

Iulius  Apronius  Pius

Maenius .L
Salamaaianus

Tulius Agrippa

Tulius Avitus Alexianus

tiochus
Epiphanes

Tulius An

Tulius Procleianus

Tulius Sohaemus

Tulius Marinus Caecilius
Simplex

Johannes Karl Neumann
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