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Abstract

SUMERIAN LANGUAGE AND ITS IMPACT ON AKKADIAN LANGUAGE

Sumerian and Akkadian are the main two languages in ancient Irag. These two
languages were known to be written with cuneiform characters. As soon as some
European scholars embarked on deciphering some cuneiform texts, it became
possible to know Akkadian language (both Babylonian and Assyrian) in the first

half of the nineteenth century.

Amid the nineteenth century, more specifically, in 1850 B. C., one of the
scholars issued a view reads: that there is another language along with Akkadian
one (both Babylonian and Assyrian). Afterwards this language became to be
known as the language of the Sumerian people, viz, Sumerian language. This
name also used by the ancient Iraqis as LiSan sumérim. The linguistic studies
have showed that Sumerian and Akkadian languages were survived side by side
during the third millennium B. C, as a language for communication and

sometimes for writing.

The use of Sumerian language by the Akkadian and Sumerian scribes
during this long period of time and the intervention between the two, similarly,
the conflict between them to survive lead to great exchange between the two
languages. Being this the case, there are clear traces of Sumerian language in the
Akkadian one. What deepen theses traces is that the Akkadian utilized the
cuneiform inscription, which invented by the Sumerians, in laying down their
own Akkadian language. These traces of Sumerian can be seen perspicuously in
the bilingual (Sumerian Akkadian) texts at phonetic, grammatical and linguistic

levels.
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In this study, we rely on recently issued publications on Sumerian language like
foreign papers, namly, English ones. In the leading position, we depend on a
book entitled “the Sumerian language” that written by the scholar Thomsen.

Similarly, we rely on “the Sumerian Grammar” that authored by Edzard.

To be more beneficial, we have attempted to introduce semi-
comprehensive table about the Akkadian words that have Sumerian origins. In
this study, we depend on the latest comprehensive dictionary on the Akkadian
language. This dictionary is compiled by Jeremy Black et al. It is symbolically
known as CDA that issued 2000. In this dictionary, Black refers to the origin of

the words if they were non-akkadian.
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