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KUS

masku

KUS. GUD

ma-sak al-pi

KUS. UDU

ma-sak im- me-ri

KUS. GUKKAL

ma-sak ku-uk-kal-li

KUS. MAS

ma-sak u-ri-s

(30 S sand s

KUS. UZ

ma-sak en-zi

Byl als

KUS. SAL+AS+GAR

ma-sak u-ni-q

gl Sl s

KUS. AM

ma-sak ri-i-mi

(sl ol sl da

KUS. AM.S|

ma-sak pi-i-li

Jal s

KUS. AM.SI.KUR.RA

ma-sak i-bi-li

(Pisd 2ng) Jan ala
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ma-sak ri-im-ti
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KUS. UR. BAR. RA

ma-sak bar-ba-ri
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KUS. UR. MAH

ma-sak ni-e-si
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KUS. UR. NIG

ma-sak ni-es-ti
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KUS. UR. Kl

ma-sak ka-lab ur-si

(aoad) L) QS als

KUS. UR. [GI-]

ma-sak kal-bi

QlS als

KUS. UR. [TUR]
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ma-sak lu-li-mu
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[KUS. U] DU. IDIM

ma-sak bi-ib-bu
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ma-sak tu-ra-hu
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[KUS].DARA;. MAS

ma-sak a-a-lu
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ma-sak na-a-a-lu

i A s

[KUS].
DARAsHAL.HAL.LA

ma-sak na-a-a-lu

i A s

[KUS]. MAS. DU

ma-sak sa-bi-tum

() Je ala

[KUSAMA]R. MAS.DU

ma-sak u-za-lu
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[KUS]. KUD. DA

ma-sak Ku-si-i
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ma-sak bu-u-su
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ma-sak se-el-li-bi
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KUS. ANSU. KUR.RA

ma-sak Si-Si-i
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ma-sak sir-ri-mu
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ma-sak an-na-[bu]
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KUS. SA.A.SIG;. SIG;

ma-sak zir-ga-tum
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ma-sak sik-ki-e

oual) ala

KUS. NIN. KILIM. BAR

ma-sak tar-pa-s
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KUS. NIN. KILIM. IB. KUR

ma-sak pa-su-ud-du

el Ala

KUS. NIN. KILIM. TIR.RA

ma-sak sik-ki-dir-ri

(Gl e i) et ala

KUS. NIN. KILIM. EDIN.
NA

ma-sak a-a-su

NECIKIEN

KUS. PES

ma-sak hu-um-si-ri

S Al

KUS. PES. TUR

ma-sak pi-ru-ru-tu

Jal s

KUS. PES. GIS. GI

ma-sak u-sum-mu

DS ICPPRRN

KUS. PES. GIS. GI. |.KU. E

ma-sak is-ka-ri-is-(su)

(0o ol

[KUS. PES]. SE. GIS.I.KU. E

ma-sak kur-si-su

el (e g siala
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ma-sak ar-ra-bi
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KUS. PES. A. SA. GA

ma-sak har-ri-ri

(i) J8) Jsih s

KUS. PES. IGI. GUN

ma-sak bar-mu

(U ) sle ala

KUS. PES. NIG. GILIM. MA

ma-sak as-ta-ki-s

Glain) g )il e g g ala
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ma-sak ak-ba-ri
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ma-sak hu-li-e
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ma-sak as-qu-du
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ABSTRACT

The archaeological excavations have greatly contributed to
the knowledge of the origin of leather, its uses and the early
development of leather manufacture , the ancient man managed to
exploit this part of the animal as a cover for his body probably
because of the excessively cold weather that had always affected
his life or because he found that leather covers almost all
creatures that more around him .So he wanted to imitate the
animals so as to protect himself by making them not notice him
and hence don’t let them devour him, as there is no alternative
method, leather was the best and the nearest to his reach.
Afterwards man invented leather tanning in order to remove the
bad smell and give it some distinctive features such as flexibility
and water resistence. Gradually, Leather acquired an importance
in the life of ancient Iragis when they manufactured ressels and
equipment and started to enter the temple in the form of presents
and offerings until a part of the temple yard was devoted to keep
leather and tan it.

The animal was the major source of leather and the variation
in types of animals made variation in leather and the methods of
treating it Some industries used certain types of leather according
to its characterstics.

For example, goat skin was used in making bottles and cow
skin was used in shoe manufacture due to its thickness and
strength.

We have listed in this study the names of animals, that were
known at that time in Sumerian and Akkadian languages. Probably
animal variation indicates the variation in leather manufacture.
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The methods of tanning were various as vegetable, mineral
and oil materials were used in this operation. Most of the tanning
materials were available in Mesopotamia. Man endevouved to
optain them to reach the desired type of high quality leather and to
raise the standard of manufacture technology despite the primitive
methods that were common at that time.

We got some information about the valuable tanning
processes as well as some special terms of leather types and
classification from discovered texts.

The study falls in to three chapters.

In chapter one, we present a preface on leather and its
layers and terms in cuneiform texts as well as the effect of
pastures on the dissemination of animals in Mesopotamia which
contributed to breeding good types of animals with high quality
skins.

The variation and spread of animals in Mesopotamia
significance in the availability of certain leather types and the
scarcity of others beside reference to some classification of
animals and their habitant.

In order to get leather, there had to be some sources to
import from. Therefor, The leather trade flourished among the
cities of Mesopotamia, that is what we learnt from some cuneiform
texts which contained types of leather and their numbers as used
in some good exchanges among those cities.

Chapter Tow deals with leather tanning in Mesopotamia
where we traced the origin of tanning and the stages through
which a skin passes before tanning such as: skinning, cleaning,
preserving, hair removal and beating.
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The different methods of tanning lead to the discovering of
many tanning material such as alum, oak nut, oak bark,
pomegranad shell, sumac etc. The chapter touches upon the
process of leather colouring by plant colours; a process that takes
place during treatment or after that.

People of Mesopotamia used leather in the manufacturing of
different industrial material like tar. It also talks about the material
used in tanning by concentrating on certain ancient tools and their
equivalent in the present time, which are probably an extension of
them.

It is necessary to assess the role of the tanner who
performed this process and his importance in the Mesopotamian
society.

He received good wages like fields of land to be used as
workshops of tanning.

Chapter Three is devoted to the listing of the major leather
industry in Mesopotamia.

It had been used in the manufacture of clothes, head cover,
belts and shoes besides using it in writing especially in the neo-
Assyrian age after clay and stone were the basic material for
writing. This was clear after the widespread of Aramaic alphabet
as the aramites were the first to use ink.

The leather bottles were widely known in liquid and dry
matter preservation. The leather tubes were good means for
crossing rivers.

Shatha Bashar Al-Sufi
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