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Relationship between Social Anthropology and Political 

Science 

Political science developed to investigate particular domain 

of human behavior. It also works mainly in modern nations. 

In small-scale societies where social anthropology grew up, 

politics generally do not stand out as distinct activities to 

separate analysis, as they do in modern society. Rather they 

are submerged or embedded in the general social order. 

There is no formal authority figure. People generally follow 

orders of their kin rather than formal leaders. Studying 

political organizations cross-culturally, anthropologists find 

out a wide range of various political and legal systems. It is 

found that legal codes along with ideas of crime and 

punishment, means of resolving conflicts vary substantially 

from culture to culture. 

 

 

Relationship between Social Anthropology and 

Psychology 

Both social anthropology and psychology deal with the same 

basic subject matter, people in relation with other people. 

Psychology is mainly concerned with the nature and 

functioning of individual human minds. Social anthropology 

is more keenly interested in the study of various forms and 

structure of groups and organizations. 
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Regarding the importance of psychology in social 

anthropology, "In fact every field anthropologist must be, to a 

considerable extent a practicing psychologist, for a main part 

of his job is to discover the thinking of those people whom he 

studies, and this is never a simple task. Ideas and values are 

not given as data; they must be inferred, and there are many 

difficulties and dangers in such inferences, especially when 

they are made in the context of an unfamiliar culture. It may 

well be that there is much to be learned about the less 

explicit values of other cultures (as well as about those of 

our own), especially about the kinds of symbolism involved 

in ritual and ceremonial, through techniques of depth 

psychology. But a word of warning is necessary. 
 


