Dr. Faustus
Summary and Analysis Scene 6

Summary

Robin the ostler enters with a book in his hand and reveals that he has stolen a
book from Faustus' library. He intends to learn how to conjure in order to make all
the maidens in the village appear before him and dance. Rafe (Ralph) enters and
tells him that there is a gentleman waiting to have his horse taken care of. Robin
ignores him, saying that he has more important things to do: he is going to conjure
up a devil with his newly stolen book. He promises to procure the kitchen maid for
Ralph, and then they both leave to clean their boots and continue with the
conjuring.

Analysis

This scene is another low comic episode on conjuring. We see that Robin intends
to use Faustus' books for his own pleasure. The first thing that he intends to do is to
make the maidens dance before him stark naked, which is similar to the first thing
that Faustus wanted. As soon as he got his new powers, Faustus also began to feel
wanton and desired a woman.

In one sense, the tricks that Robin wants to perform are not much different from
the tricks that Faustus has just been playing on the pope in Rome. Similar to the
earlier comic scenes, this scene contrasts with the preceding scene of the main plot.
The language is common and filled with obscene puns. Again a servant-master
relationship is established; Robin promises Rafe powers for a condition of service
in the same way that Mephastophilis promised Faustus power.



