


1. The Simple Sentence 
Contains a single clause. It expresses a complete thought. 

It has one idea. 
e.g. 
She wrote a book. 
The man (subject) knocked at the door (predicate). 
 

2. The Compound Sentence. 
Contains two independent clauses joined by a 

conjunction (such as and or but). It contains more than 
one idea. 

e.g. 
She wrote her first poem at the age thirteen and she 

wrote her first book in 1773. 
The man knocked at the door and waited for an answer. 



3. The Complex Sentence. 

Contains an independent (main) clause and a 
dependent (subordinate) clause. The subordinate 
clause may be a noun clause, and adverb clause, or 
an adjective clause. 

 

e.g. 

He realized that Scot was talented. 

I wrote a poem to my mother who was very kind. 

She went to England because she had health 
problems. 

As soon as he arrived at the house, the man knocked 
at the door. 



4. The Compound-complex Sentence 

It has at least three clauses, at least two of which 
are independent. You can use almost any 
combination of dependent and independent 
clauses. Just be sure that there is at least one 
independent clause. 

e.g. 

After I graduated from college, I wanted to travel, but I had 
to go to work immediately. 

Although I have been granted the visa, I haven’t traveled to 
France and I haven’t got my money back. 

 

 



 



Activity  

Try to figure out the sentences 
and their types in the above 
article. 


