


An Argumentative Essay is an essay in which a 
student agrees or disagrees with an issue, using 
reasons to support his/her opinion. The student’s 
goal is to convince the reader that his opinion is right. 

 

Argumentation is a popular kind of essay question 
because it forces students to think on their own.  

They  have to: 

• Take a stand on an issue. 

• Support their stand with solid reasons. 

• Support their reasons with solid evidence.  

 



• In general writing test such as TOEFL or IELTS, 
people might encounter questions such as: 

 
 The U.S. Deceleration of Independence states that 

“all men are created equal.” Agree or disagree with 

this statement. Support your opinion with reasons 

and examples. 

 

 The most important element in friendship is trust. 
Agree or disagree with this statement. Support your 

opinion with reasons and examples. 

 Plastic surgeries. 

 The use of internet in spreading news. 



In argumentative essay, a student does not only give 
reason to support his opinion, but he must also 
discuss the other side’s reasons and then rebut them. 
(rebut means to point out the problems with the 
other side’s reasons to prove that they are not good 
reasons.)  

This is done to show that the writer is reasonable 
and open-minded. Readers are more likely to listen 
to his point of view. 



“Reality TV Shows” 
      Reality shows are a very popular form of entertainment on TV nowadays. 
There are dozens of different types of programmes such as singing contents, 
cooking competitions or going to live in the jungle. 
      Firstly, it is believed that there is a lot of variety in reality TV. People at 
home can choose which types of program they want to watch depending on 
what they are interested in. Some people like watching singing or cooking 
competitions while others prefer watching programmes about building houses 
or travelling around the world. In addition, reality TV programmes are a great 
opportunity to discover talented singers, dancers or chefs. Several people who 
take part in these programmes get jobs as a result of being on TV. Another 
advantage is that the people on the shows have interesting experiences and 
meet new people. 
      On the other hand, some people think that reality TV is an easy way for 
them to become famous. However, most successful singers, actors or chefs 
have worked hard all their lives and are good at their job because of their hard 
work. Also, sometimes the people on the shows have to do really difficult or 
dangerous things. The competitions are very hard and there is only one 
winner. Another disadvantage is that some programmes always follow the 
same format and this can be boring to watch. 
      To sum up, many think that reality TV is good entertainment. According to 
my view, there is lots of variety which means there is something for everyone 
and they are interesting to watch. 



 



 



Organization of Argumentative Essays  

 



 



• WHAT IS THE MAIN IDEA OF THE ESSAY? 

• SHOW THE ARGUMENTATION.  

• WHICH STAND DOES THE WRITER TAKE? 

• SHOW THE REASONS AND EXAMPLES 
MENTIONED IN THE ESSAY.  




