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The Vowels 

• Vowels are made by voiced air passing through 
different mouth shapes; 

• the differences in the mouth shapes are caused by 
different positions of the tongue and of the lips.  

• Vowels must be learned by listening and imitating.  

• English speaker vary quit a lot in their vowels; 

• the vowels used by an Australian, an American and 
a Scotsman in (see) are different, but they are all 
recognized quite easily as /i:/. 



1. Simple Vowels    (7+5 = 12)  

• In your language you will have a vowel which is like 
the English /i:/ as in see, and one like the English /ʌ/ 
in sun, and /e/ in get.  

/e, ɪ, i:/ 

• /bed/ bed  

• /bɪd/ bid  

• /bi:d/ bead  



1. Simple Vowels 

/e, æ, ᴧ/ 

• The vowel between /e/ and/ᴧ/ is /æ/.  

• /bed/ bed  

• /bæd/ bad 

• /bᴧd/ bud 



1. Simple Vowels 

/ᴧ, a:, ɒ/ 

• In England when the doctor wants to look into our 
mouth an examine your throat he asks you to say 
Ah, that is the long vowel /a:/. 

• For the short vowel /ɒ/ the lips may be slightly 
rounded, for /a:/ they are not. 

 



1. Simple Vowels 

/ɒ, ɔ:, ʊ, u:/ 

 



 

 

 

THANKS FOR LISTENING 


