Old Major’s Dream in George Orwell’s Animal Farm
Academic Lecture
Introduction
George Orwell’s Animal Farm (1945) is one of the most influential political allegories in modern literature. 
Written as a satirical fable, the novel depicts a group of farm animals who revolt against their human owner in the hope 
of creating a society based on equality, justice, and freedom. At the heart of this revolutionary movement lies Old Major’s 
dream, which serves as the ideological foundation for the animals’ rebellion. Old Major’s vision represents not only a call 
for freedom from human oppression but also a blueprint for a new social order.
The Context of Old Major’s Dream
Old Major is portrayed as a wise and respected boar who gathers the animals in the barn 
to share an important vision he had in his dream. The animals suffer under the harsh rule of Mr. Jones, the farm owner. 
They work hard yet receive little reward for their labor. Old Major identifies the root cause of their misery as human 
beings, who consume the products of the animals’ labor without contributing anything themselves.
The Content of the Dream
Old Major’s dream envisions a future in which animals are free from human domination. 
Animals will control their own labor and live in equality. He emphasizes three key ideas: humans are the enemy, animals 
must unite regardless of species, and animals must never adopt the corrupt habits of humans.
The Song 'Beasts of England'
A central element of Old Major’s dream is the revolutionary song 'Beasts of England'. 
The song symbolizes hope, freedom, and the promise of a better future. It inspires the animals and strengthens their 
sense of unity and revolutionary spirit.
Symbolism and Historical Allegory
Old Major represents the ideological figures Karl Marx and Vladimir Lenin. 
His dream symbolizes the Marxist vision of a classless society where workers control production and exploitation 
is abolished.
The Role of the Dream in the Plot
Old Major’s dream acts as the catalyst for the entire narrative. After his death, 
the pigs—especially Snowball and Napoleon—transform his ideas into the doctrine of Animalism, which becomes the 
political system governing the farm.
Conclusion
Old Major’s dream introduces the revolutionary ideals that motivate the animals to rebel. It symbolizes 
hope for equality and justice while also foreshadowing the later corruption of these ideals within the political system 
of Animal Farm.




