
          

 

- In TGG, there are  RULES as in page 27 and PROCESSES of transformation i.e. WH 

transformation. 

- These processes may exist together in a sentence   

- The order of processes is a s follows: 

1- Imperative 

2- Negative 

3- Yes\No Q 

4- Wh-Q 

5- Do 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WH question transformation 
 



- The case of WH questions is actually a case of substitution   

What is he saying?   Is derived from Q he is saying something  or more preferably 

Q  he is saying NP-WH 

Q NP+present+be+ing+v+NP-WH 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 



- After applying the yes-no transformation we get the intermediate structure  
Is he saying NP-WH? 

Present+be+NP+ing+V+NP-WH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



- The WH transformation then shifts the NP with WH attached to it to the beginning of the sentence and substitutes what.  

Substitution          NP-WH+be+NP+ing+V 

Q NP +  Present + be + ing + V + NP-WH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Result:  What is he saying? 

Consider Pages 56 and 57 for the other WH  question words 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


