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Israel launched a daylight attack Saturday on Iran's capital, with a cloud of smoke rising from
the city's downtown. The first apparent strike happened near the offices of Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. The United States is participating, though it was not immediately
clear the full extent of its involvement, according to a U.S. official and a person familiar with
the operation, who spoke on condition of anonymity to detail sensitive military operations.
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The Iran-backed Iraqi Kataib Hezbollah told its fighters to prepare for the scenario of a long
war in neighboring Iran should the United States launch strikes. It warned the US on
Thursday of "immense losses" were it to start a war in the region, while a commander in an
armed faction told AFP his group was "highly likely" to intervene in case of strikes. "Amid
American threats and military build-up indicating a dangerous escalation in the region, it is
necessary" for all fighters "to prepare for a potentially long war of attrition," Kataib Hezbollah
said in a statement.
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5. US Special Envoy to Iraqg Tom Barrack met Prime Minister Mohammed Shia’ Al-Sudani in

Baghdad for the second time in a week, after holding separate talks with former Prime
Minister Nouri Al-Maliki, as political uncertainty continues over Iraq’s leadership. Barrack’s
latest meeting with Al-Sudani follows earlier discussions during his visit and comes after he
also met Al-Maliki, amid maneuvering over the country’s top political post. According to a
statement from Al-Sudani’s office, the talks focused on U.S.-lrag relations, regional
developments, and efforts to shield Irag from the repercussions of wider Middle East
tensions.
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. As the Iraqi Dinar continues to face significant pressure against the U.S. Dollar in the parallel
market, economic expert Manar Al-Obaidy has released a comprehensive analysis
pinpointing the root causes of the surge and outlining three potential paths for the nation’s
financial future. The recent spike, which has seen exchange rates climb to unprecedented
levels in the parallel market, has reignited fears regarding the purchasing power of ordinary
citizens. However, Al-Obaidy clarifies that the crisis is not a result of a dollar shortage, but
rather a structural failure in how specific commercial sectors access hard currency.

. The primary pressure on the parallel market stems from large trade sectors that remain
unable to enter official financial transfer channels. These sectors include:

a. Retail Commodities: Clothing, footwear, and furniture.

b. Automotive: The used car market.

c. Small-Scale Importers: Individual shop owners and small distributors who lack the legal

and organizational entities required to meet official banking requirements.

Because these traders cannot use the official platform, they rely exclusively on the parallel
market to fund their imports, creating a perpetual demand that drives up the exchange rate.
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11.lrag’s West Qurna-2 oilfield is likely to witness a considerable boost in production levels in

the coming months after the project’s management has been transferred to the US giant
Chevron. After Chevron takes over operations at West Qurna-2, production is likely to climb
to 800,000 barrels per day, an increase of approximately 80 percent over its current level.
Such a step might greatly increase the country’s oil production capability.
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13.Iragi Oil Minister Hayan Abdul-Ghani indicated that after the American company begins
operations, the field’s output may climb to between 750,000 and 800,000 barrels per day,
up from roughly 450,000 barrels per day. The West Qurna-2 field has around 14 billion barrels
of oil reserves and is a key component of Iraq’s oil production, accounting for nearly 10
percent of the country’s total supply. Chevron has inked arrangements with Iraq’s Basra Oil
Company (BOC) to take over the management of a project previously handled by Russia’s
Lukoil before its pullout from Iraq due to US sanctions.
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15.Afghan forces successfully shot down a military jet belonging to the Pakistani military in the
6th district of Jalalabad, according to the spokesperson of the Nangarhar police. Officials
confirmed that the pilot of the jet was captured alive following the incident. The
spokesperson did not immediately provide further details on the circumstances leading to
the downing of the aircraft or the current status of the pilot. This development comes amid
ongoing tensions along the Durand Line, where security forces from both sides have
reportedly engaged in sporadic clashes recently.

16.Sri Lanka’s president has cleared investigators to detain the country’s former intelligence
chief for up to three months of questioning over his alleged role in the 2019 Easter bombings
that killed 279 people, police said on Feb 28. President Anura Kumara Dissanayake signed an
order under the tough Prevention of Terrorism Act (PTA) to hold retired army major general
Suresh Sallay for 90 days for questioning by detectives. Criminal investigators arrested Mr
Sallay on Feb 25, making him the most high-profile official netted in the long-running
investigation into the bombings, which wounded about 500 people.



17. Pakistani Defence Minister Khawaja Asif said on Friday that Islamabad would now be waging
"open war" as his country's "patience has run out" with the Taliban authorities in
Afghanistan, following attacks by Afghan forces against Pakistani military positions along
their shared border areas,

18.The director general of Pakistan military's media wing, says 274 Taliban fighters have been
killed and more than 400 injured by Pakistani attacks. He added that 115 tanks, armored
personnel carriers and artillery pieces were also destroyed. At least 12 Pakistani soldiers have
been killed in the latest cross-border fighting with Afghanistan, a Pakistani army
spokesperson confirmed in a news conference, according to Al Jazeera.

19. On the Afghan side, Taliban government spokesman Zabiullah Mujahid told the BBC that
Afghan forces had destroyed 19 Pakistani border posts and detained a number of Pakistani
soldiers. He also claimed that more than 50 Pakistani troops had been killed, according to
the BBC. Both sides have reported civilian casualties.

20. Gaza’s civil defence agency said Israeli strikes killed at least five people yesterday, the latest
violence despite a US-brokered ceasefire between Israel and Hamas. The agency, which
operates as a rescue force under Hamas authorities, told AFP that an air strike in the early
hours of yesterday morning killed at least two people and seriously injured one in central
Gaza. A drone strike in the south of the strip shortly after midnight killed three and injured
several more people, the agency added.
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22. UN Security Council members expressed deep concern on Tuesday over the ongoing
violence in Sudan, particularly in the Kordofan and Darfur regions, and called on all parties
to immediately halt the fighting. In a statement, they strongly condemned reports of
repeated drone attacks on civilians, civilian infrastructure and humanitarian personnel,
premises and assets, including multiple attacks impacting the World Food Programme
(WFP) since the start of February.



