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Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni on Friday condemned what she described as an
“unjustifiable missile attack” against NATO ally Turkiye after Turkish authorities intercepted
a ballistic missile launched from Iran. Meloni expressed solidarity with Tirkiye during a

phone call with President Recep Tayyip Erdogan as the two leaders discussed escalating

tensions in the Middle East, the Italian prime minister’s office said in a statement.
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Russia and Ukraine have agreed to exchange 300 prisoners each after successful mediation
efforts by the UAE and US. It brings the total number of prisoners exchanged between the
warring countries to 5,955, with the UAE involved in 20 separate negotiations since the war
in Ukraine began. It is also the second swap of its kind in two days, meaning 1,000 prisoners

have been freed this week.
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Azerbaijan is evacuating its diplomatic staff from Iran for their own safety. Foreign Minister
Jeyhun Bayramov announced the move on Friday. The decision follows Baku’s claim that four
Iranian drones crossed its border and injured four people in the Nakhchivan exclave on

Thursday. “We cannot put the lives of our people at risk,” Bayramov said.


https://www.thenationalnews.com/tags/russia
https://www.thenationalnews.com/tags/ukraine
https://www.thenationalnews.com/uae/
https://www.thenationalnews.com/tags/us/
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7. Lebanon’s Prime Minister Nawaf Salam warned Friday of a “looming humanitarian crisis” as
the country grapples with an expanding conflict, urging Arab and foreign ambassadors to
support diplomatic efforts to end the fighting and help civilians displaced by the violence. He
said Lebanon had been “drawn into a devastating war that we did not seek and did not
choose,” describing the conflict as one “imposed upon us.” “Our priority is to stop this war,”

Salam said. “Our duty is to protect our country and our people.”
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9. Qatar expects all Gulf energy producers to shut down exports within weeks if the Iran
conflict continues and drives oil to $150 a barrel, the country's Energy Minister Saad al-Kaabi
told the Financial Times in an interview published on Friday. Qatar halted its production of
liguefied natural gas on Monday, as Iran continued to strike Gulf countries in retaliation for
Israeli and U.S. attacks. The country's LNG production is equivalent to about 20% of global
supply and plays a major role in balancing both Asian and European markets' demand for the

fuel.
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