1. Oil prices have surpassed the $100-per barrel mark for the first time since 2022 amid growing
concerns over disruptions to global energy supplies and escalating tensions in the Middle
East due to the Iran war. Brent crude futures surged above $100 per barrel, while US West
Texas Intermediate (WTI) crude blew past the same threshold, driven by rising risks
surrounding energy supplies. The latest surge in prices comes amid escalating military
tensions in the Middle East, particularly the growing confrontations between the US, Israel
and Iran, as well as attacks by the Iranian military targeting energy facilities and US interests

in the region.
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3. U.S. President Donald Trump said he is “not happy” with the selection of Mojtaba Khamenei
as Iran’s new supreme leader, according to remarks reported by Fox News, as the war
between Iran and a joint U.S.—Israeli military coalition entered its second week and fighting
continued across the region. The comments came shortly after Iranian state media
announced that the country’s Assembly of Experts had chosen Mojtaba Khamenei, the son

of the late Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, to assume the leadership of the Islamic Republic.
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5. South Korean President Lee Jae Myung said on Monday that authorities would cap domestic
fuel prices for the first time in nearly 30 years to contain a spike in prices after the conflict in
the Middle East sent global crude prices sharply higher. Speaking at an emergency meeting
on the impact of the Middle East crisis, Lee said the government would "swiftly introduce
and boldly implement" a maximum price system on petroleum products "that have recently
seen excessive price increases". The current crisis "is a significant burden on our economy,
which is highly dependent on global trade and energy imports from the Middle East," Lee
said in opening remarks. He added that South Korea will also look for sources of energy

beyond supplies shipped via the Strait of Hormuz.
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7. Ukraine has deployed interceptor drones and a team of specialists to help protect U.S.
military bases in Jordan, President Volodymyr Zelensky told the New York Times in an
interview published on March 9. Zelensky said the U.S. requested assistance on March 5 as
tensions in the Middle East escalated following strikes on Iran. Ukraine agreed immediately
and dispatched the team the next day. The deployment comes as Iran retaliates against
attacks by United States and Israel, launching drones and missiles against U.S. bases,
diplomatic facilities, and civilian targets across the region. Kyiv has developed extensive
expertise in countering Iranian-made Shahed-type attack drones since Russia began using
them widely in attacks on Ukrainian cities and infrastructure in 2022. Ukraine has been

developing interceptor drones and other technologies to defend its airspace.
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