. The US embassy in Baghdad was hit by an attack on Saturday following strikes that killed two
members of a powerful Iran-backed group in the capital, security sources said. A cloud of
black smoke rose above the US diplomatic mission shortly after the sound of explosions on
Saturday morning, an AFP journalist said. Two security officials told AFPthe embassy
complex was struck in the attack, though the exact cause was not clear. One security source
said a drone had hit the embassy, while another said a projectile, believed to be a rocket had
fallen on the diplomatic complex, believed to be a rocket had fallen near the embassy's
airbase.

. French President Emmanuel Macron on Saturday thanked Iraqi Prime Minister Mohammed
Shia' al-Sudani for "strengthening the protection measures for our forces" in Irag, coming
after a French soldier was recently killed near Erbil in a strike claimed by a pro-Iran militia. A
base housing both Kurdish and French forces in Makhmour, southwest of Erbil, was targeted
late Thursday night, leading to the death of Arnaud Frion, a French soldier, and the injury of
several others.

. US President Donald Trump said Saturday that US forces have “obliterated” all military
targets on lIran’s strategic Kharg Island while sparing oil facilities, warning that he will
“reconsider” this restraint if Tehran disrupts shipping through the Strait of Hormuz.
“Moments ago, at my direction, the United States Central Command executed one of the
most powerful bombing raids in the History of the Middle East, and totally obliterated every
MILITARY target in Iran’s crown jewel, Kharg Island,” Trump wrote on his Truth Social account
early Saturday. Trump added that so far he has decided to “NOT to wipe out the Oil
Infrastructure on the Island,” however, he warned that “should Iran, or anyone else, do
anything to interfere with the Free and Safe Passage of Ships through the Strait of Hormuz, |
will immediately reconsider this decision.”

. Iran may allow a restricted number of oil tankers to pass through the Strait of Hormuz if
shipments are traded in Chinese yuan, a senior Iranian official told CNN, according to a report
Friday. The official said the potential move is part of Tehran's plan to manage the flow of oil
tankers through the strategic waterway.

. Five US Air Force refueling planes were struck and damaged on the ground at Prince Sultan
air base in Saudi Arabia, the Wall Street Journal reported on Friday, citing two US officials,
APA reports. The planes, which were hit during an Iranian missile strike on the Saudi base in
recent days, were damaged but not fully destroyed and are being repaired, the Journal said,
adding that no one was killed in the strikes.


https://www.newarab.com/news/us-embassy-iraq-targeted-airstrikes-hit-militia-base
https://www.newarab.com/news/two-killed-strikes-iraq-targeting-iran-backed-group

6. Egyptian President Abdel Fattah El Sisi on Friday admonished his Iranian counterpart
Masoud Pezeshkian over Tehran's missile and drone attacks on its Arab neighbours, saying
Cairo "decisively condemns and absolutely rejects" them. "These attacks must end and
must end now," the Egyptian leader told Mr Pezeshkian over the phone, according to a
statement from Mr El Sisi's office. The Egyptian leader also reminded Mr Pezeshkian that
Gulf Arab states along with Irag and Jordan never supported the Israel-US war against Iran
and had no partin it, according to the statement.

7. Paris Saint-Germain are seriously considering a summer move for Julian Alvarez, joining a
heated race alongside Barcelona, Arsenal and Chelsea. The news comes after Alvarez sent
shockwaves through the Metropolitano by admitting he is unsure if he will still be an Atletico
Madrid player next season.

8. The Taliban’s Defense Ministry claims its forces killed 14 Pakistani soldiers during cross-
border attacks following recent Pakistani airstrikes in Afghanistan. In a statement released
Saturday, the ministry said the attacks targeted Pakistani border positions near Afghanistan’s
Kunar and Nangarhar provinces, areas that have recently witnessed heightened tensions.
According to Taliban officials, 11 Pakistani soldiers were also wounded during the clashes
and one Pakistani military outpost was captured during the operation.

9. A large-scale study found that rich mental engagement throughout life is associated with a
significant delay in the onset of Alzheimer’s and mild cognitive impairment in older age.
According to the findings, people who maintained rich intellectual engagement throughout
their lives developed Alzheimer’s and mild cognitive impairment years later compared to
others. The gaps found participants in the top of the cognitive enrichment index developed
Alzheimer’s at an average age of 94. In contrast, in the bottom, the disease appeared around
age 88. A significant gap was also found regarding mild cognitive impairment. In the most
active group, the impairment appeared around age 85, whereas in the less active group it
appeared around age 78.

10.Turkish drone manufacturer Baykar on Saturday unveiled a new kamikaze unmanned aerial
vehicle, the K2, in a video set to Waltz No. 2, featuring artificial intelligence-based flight and
targeting systems. The K2 is capable of autonomous swarm flight and uses Al vision for
navigation, targeting and engagement, it said. It has a range of more than 2,000 kilometers
(1,240 miles), carries a 200-kilogram (440-pound) warhead, and has a maximum takeoff
weight of 800 kilograms. The drone can take off from short or unprepared strips and is
designed to be reused for multiple deployments.
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