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56.South Africa, a regular guest at past G7 summits, said Thursday that it had been excluded

from the G7 summit, after initially being invited about two weeks ago, saying the US had
threatened to boycott the summit if South Africa was invited. French Foreign Minister Jean-
Noél Barrot said that his country had “not yielded to any pressure” but had opted for a
“streamlined G7”, inviting Kenya instead to help prepare France’s major Africa summit in
Nairobi in May. A White House official backed France's account, saying the decision to invite
Kenya came after talks among G7 members. "We have not asked the French to exclude South
Africa from the G7 summit," the official said, adding Washington "welcomes Kenya’s

participation".
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58.Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy revealed Friday that Kyiv and Riyadh have finalized

a significant defense cooperation arrangement during his official visit to the Gulf kingdom.
In a statement posted on X, Zelenskyy confirmed that the agreement between Ukraine’s and
Saudi Arabia’s defense ministries was signed ahead of his meeting with Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman. He described the accord as “laying the foundation for future
contracts, technological cooperation, and investment,” adding that it reinforces Ukraine’s

standing as a security contributor on the international stage.
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60.British Prime Minister Keir Starmer told Sky News in Finland that there is a “clear difference”
in opinion between London and Washington. “l have been clear I’'m not going to join the
war,” Starmer said, adding that much of the pressure he has faced is aimed at forcing him to
reverse course. Starmer’s remarks came as relations between the two allies have grown
strained. President Trump had previously criticized the UK for initially denying access to
British bases for the joint US-Israeli airstrikes that opened the conflict on February 28.
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62.0il prices fell Friday after U.S. President Donald Trump announced a 10-day extension to the
deadline before potential strikes on Iran’s energy facilities, moving it to April 6. Reuters
reported that Brent crude rose $0.90, or 0.8%, to $107.11 per barrel, while U.S. West Texas
Intermediate (WTI) crude fell $S0.83, or 0.88%, to $93.65 per barrel, trimming gains from the
previous session. Brent is on track for its first weekly loss in six weeks, while U.S. crude is set
for a second consecutive weekly decline amid Trump’s comments about the possibility of
ending the conflict in the Middle East. Gold prices gained more than 1% in Friday trading,
supported by buying activity.
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64.US President Donald Trump on Thursday said that he has extended a deadline for the
destruction of Iranian power plants by an additional ten days, claiming that Tehran requested
an extension once again after he warned energy infrastructure will be targeted should the
Strait of Hormuz not be reopened. "l am pausing the period of Energy Plant destruction by
10 Days to Monday, April 6, 2026 at 8 P.M., Eastern Time," he wrote on his Truth Social
platform, adding that "talks are ongoing" with Iran despite "erroneous statements" in the
media. Earlier in the day, Trump also mentioned taking over Iran’s oil as a viable option as
the conflict continues to unfold.
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66. The third humanitarian aid convoy sent from Russia to Iran has entered the "South Astara"
state border checkpoint, APA’s regional correspondent reports. According to the

information, the humanitarian convoy, consisting of 7 trucks, carries 140 tons of food
products. After customs inspection, the trucks will be sent toward Iran via the North—South
corridor. It should be noted that last night, a humanitarian cargo train consisting of 31
wagons and carrying more than 300 tons of aid was also sent to Iran from the Astara railway

border crossing point.
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68. In a statement carried by the Iragi News Agency (INA), the Revolutionary Guard said, "This

morning, three ships attempted to pass through the Strait of Hormuz after hearing President
Trump's statements that the Strait of Hormuz was open." The statement added that "forces
issued warnings to the ships and compelled them to turn back." The statement further
emphasized that "the Strait of Hormuz is closed, and any passage through it will be met with
a firm response," noting that "the passage of any ship to or from the ports of the Zionist-
American enemies' allies and supporters to any destination and through any waterway is
prohibited."
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70.Informed sources revealed on Tuesday that the National Security Council has authorized the
Popular Mobilization Forces (PMF) and other security agencies to operate under the principle
of the right to respond and defend themselves. The sources told the Iragi News Agency (INA)
that “the National Security Council has authorized the PMF and other security agencies to
operate under the principle of the right to respond and defend themselves to counter
military attacks targeting their headquarters, and also decided to execute arrest warrants
against those involved in targeting security institutions, citizens’ interests, and diplomatic
missions,”.
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72.Alireza Tangsiri, commander of the Revolutionary Guards' Navy and the official responsible
for closing the Strait of Hormuz, has reportedly been killed in strikes in Iran. Tangsiri, was
killed in Bandar Abbas, according to Israeli officials. Tangsiri was considered one of the key
figures in the Revolutionary Guards and was responsible for closing the Strait of Hormuz
during the war. Born in 1962 Tangsiri served as a naval brigade commander during the Iran-
Irag War. There has been no official comment yet from Iran or from the Israeli military on
the reported strike. Tangsiri had consistently promoted a strong Iranian naval stance and
strongly defended Iran’s control over the Strait of Hormuz.
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