
Future tense        المستقبل 
A Detailed Explanation of the Future Tense in English 

In English, the future tense is unique because it does not have a single, simple verb 
conjugation (like the past or present). Instead, we use multiple structures to talk 
about the future. The structure you choose depends on why you are talking about the 
future (e.g., is it a plan, a prediction, a spontaneous decision, or a scheduled event?). 

Here is a breakdown of the four main future structures: 

1. The Simple Future (Will) 

2. The Future with "Going to" 

3. The Present Continuous for Future 

4. The Simple Present for Future 

 

1. The Simple Future (Will) 

We use "will" for things that are not planned or decided before the moment of 
speaking. It is used for spontaneous actions, promises, offers, and general predictions. 

Form 

• Affirmative: Subject + will + Base Verb 

• Negative: Subject + will not (wont) + Base Verb  

• Question: Will + Subject + Base Verb? 

Pronoun Affirmative Negative Question 

I I will call you. I will not (wont) call you.  Will I call you? 

You You will like it. You wont  like it. Will you like it? 

He/She/It She will be late. She wont  be late. Will she be late? 

We We will help. We wont  help. Will we help? 

They They will arrive. They wont  arrive. Will they arrive? 

When do we use "Will"? 

1. Spontaneous Decisions: Decisions made at the moment of speaking. 

o Example: "The phone is ringing. I will answer it." 



2. Predictions without Evidence: Guesses about the future based on opinion, 
not proof. 

o Example: "I think it will rain tomorrow." (I have no evidence; its just a 
guess). 

3. Promises and Offers: 

o Example: "I promise I will buy you a gift." / "That bag is heavy. 
I will carry it for you." 

4. Facts in the Future: Things that are certain to happen in the future. 

o Example: "The sun will rise at 6:00 AM tomorrow." 

 

2. The Future with "Going to" 

We use "going to" to talk about plans and intentions, or predictions based on present 
evidence. 

Form 

• Affirmative: Subject + am/is/are + going to + Base Verb 

• Negative: Subject + am/is/are + not + going to + Base Verb 

• Question: Am/Is/Are + Subject + going to + Base Verb? 

Pronoun Affirmative Negative Question 

I I am going 
to study. 

I am not going 
to study. Am I going to study? 

You You are going 
to win. 

You arent going 
to win. 

Are you going 
to win? 

He/She/It She is going 
to buy a car. 

She isnt going 
to buy a car. 

Is she going to buy a 
car? 

We We are going 
to travel. 

We arent going 
to travel. 

Are we going 
to travel? 

They They are going 
to build a house. 

They arent going 
to build a house. 

Are they going 
to build a house? 

When do we use "Going to"? 



1. Plans and Intentions: Things you have already decided to do before 
speaking. 

o Example: "I am going to visit my grandmother next weekend." (The 
plan already exists). 

2. Predictions with Evidence: Predictions based on something you can see or 
hear now. 

o Example: "Look at those dark clouds. It is going to rain." (You have 
evidence—the clouds). 

 

3. The Present Continuous for Future (Arrangements) 

We use the Present Continuous (am/is/are + verb-ing) to talk about fixed future 
arrangements. These are plans that are like appointments—they involve other people 
or have a specific time and place. 

Form 

• Affirmative: Subject + am/is/are + Verb-ing 

• Negative: Subject + am/is/are + not + Verb-ing 

• Question: Am/Is/Are + Subject + Verb-ing? 

Pronoun Affirmative Negative Question 

I I am 
meeting John. 

I am not 
meeting John. Am I meeting John? 

You 
You are 
flying to 
London. 

You arent 
flying to 
London. 

Are you flying to 
London? 

He/She/It She is 
getting married. 

She isnt 
getting married. Is she getting married? 

We We are having a 
party. 

We arent 
having a party. Are we having a party? 

They They are 
playing football. 

They arent 
playing football. Are they playing football? 

When do we use the Present Continuous for Future? 



1. Fixed Arrangements: Plans that are 100% organized, often with a time, date, 
or place. 

o Example: "I am seeing the doctor tomorrow at 10 AM." (It is an 
appointment). 

o Example: "We are traveling to Paris next Thursday." (It is booked and 
planned). 

 

4. The Simple Present for Future (Schedules) 

We use the Simple Present to talk about events that are scheduled, timetabled, or 
fixed on a calendar. These events are usually outside of our personal control. 

Form 

• Affirmative: Subject + Base Verb (add -s/-es for he/she/it) 

• Negative: Subject + do/does not + Base Verb 

• Question: Do/Does + Subject + Base Verb? 

Pronoun Affirmative Negative Question 

I The train leaves at 8 
AM. 

It does not leave at 9 
AM. 

Does the train 
leave at 8? 

You The 
store opens early. 

The store doesnt 
open early. 

Does the store 
open early? 

He/She/It My flight departs at 
noon. 

My flight doesnt 
depart at noon. 

Does my flight 
depart at noon? 

We The movie starts at 
7 PM. 

The movie doesnt 
start at 7 PM. 

Does the movie 
start at 7 PM? 

They 
The 
exams begin next 
week. 

The exams dont 
begin next week. 

Do the exams 
begin next week? 

When do we use the Simple Present for Future? 

1. Official Timetables and Schedules: Public transportation, events, classes, 
and movies. 

o Example: "The plane takes off at 6:30 PM." 



o Example: "School starts on September 1st." 

 

5. Summary Comparison Table (The Crucial Difference) 

To make it easy, look at the difference in how certain and how planned the action is: 

Structure Best Used For Key 
Words Example Level of 

Planning 

Will 
Spontaneous 
decisions & 
promises. 

promise, 
think, 
probably, 
maybe, 
hope 

"I will help 
you." 

0% (No 
planning). 

Going to 

Plans & 
evidence-
based 
predictions. 

plan, 
intend, 
look at, 
watch 
out 

"I am going 
to buy a car." 

50% (A plan 
exists). 

Present 
Continuou
s 

Fixed 
arrangements 
(appointments
). 

tomorro
w, next 
week, at 
5 PM, 
with 
[person] 

"I am 
meeting her 
at 5 PM." 

100% (Arrange
d with others). 

Simple 
Present 

Official 
timetables 
(outside 
control). 

at 8 AM, 
on 
Monday, 
next 
semester 

"The 
train leaves a
t 8 AM." 

Fixed (You 
cannot change 
it). 

 

6. Important Note: "Shall" vs. "Will" 

• In modern English, we almost always use "will" for all persons (I, you, he, 
she, we, they). 

• The word "shall" is old-fashioned in American English. In British English, it 
is sometimes used with "I" and "We" to make an offer or suggestion. 



• Example (Offer): "Shall I open the window?" (This is more polite and 
common than "Will I open the window?"). 

• However, 95% of the time, you can safely use "will" for everything. 

 

7. Final Tip: Which one should I choose? 

Ask yourself these three questions in order: 

1. Is it a timetable? (Yes → Use Simple Present). 

2. Is it already booked with a person or a specific time? (Yes → Use Present 
Continuous). 

3. Did I decide it before now? (Yes → Use Going to). 

4. Did I just decide it now? (Yes → Use Will). 

 

Practice Exercise (Check your understanding) 

Fill in the blank with the correct future form (Will, Going to, Present Continuous, or 
Simple Present): 

1. Look at those clouds! It _______________ (rain). 

2. I promise I _______________ (call) you later. 

3. The movie _______________ (start) at 9:00 PM. 

4. I _______________ (have) dinner with my parents tomorrow night. We 
already booked the table. 

5. A: "We dont have any milk." B: "Really? I _______________ (buy) some."  

(Answers: 1. is going to rain, 2. will call, 3. starts, 4. am having, 5. will buy) 

 


