The Industrial Revolution

The Industrial Revolution was the transition to new manufacturing processes in the period from about 1760 to sometime between 1820 and 1840. This transition included going from hand production methods to machines, new chemical manufacturing and iron production processes, improved efficiency of water power, the increasing use of steam power, the development of machine tools and the rise of the factory system. Textiles were the dominant industry of the Industrial Revolution in terms of employment, value of output and capital invested; the textile industry was also the first to use modern production methods. The Industrial Revolution began in the United Kingdom, and most of the important technological innovations were British.
The oldest use of the term "Industrial Revolution" reported in a letter dates back to July 1799 written by French envoy in Berlin Louis-Guillaume Otto, announcing that France had entered the race to industrialize. The Industrial Revolution was considered as a major turning point in history; almost every side of daily life was influenced in some way. In particular, income and population began to increase and that has never happened before. Some economists say that the major impact of the Industrial Revolution was the standard of living for the general population began to increase for the first time in history, although others have said that it did not begin to completely improve until the late nineteenth and twentieth centuries.  At the same time the Industrial Revolution was occurring, Britain was undergoing an agricultural revolution, which also helped to improve living standards.
Mechanized textile production spread across Great Britain to all parts of Europe in the early nineteenth century, particularly in France. A major iron making centre developed in Belgium. Since then industrialization has spread throughout the world. The exact historical start and end of the Industrial Revolution are still debated among historians, but economic historians are in agreement that the beginning of the Industrial Revolution was the most important event in the history of humanity since man had tamed animals and plants.
The First Industrial Revolution evolved into the Second Industrial Revolution in the transition years between 1840 and 1870, when technological and economic progress continued with the increasing of using steam in transport (steam-powered railways, boats and ships), the large-scale manufacture of machine tools and the increased reliance on using machinery in steam-powered factories.
The development of the steam engine was an important element of the Industrial Revolution; however, during the early period of the Industrial Revolution, the majority of industrial power was supplied by water and wind. In Britain by 1800 an estimated 10,000 horsepower was being supplied by steam. By 1815 steam power had grown to 210,000 horsepower. Small power requirements continued to be provided by animals and human muscles until the late 19th century. The positive impacts of industrial revolution appeared in many industrial and economic spheres, such as textile, chemicals, cement, lighting by using gas, glass making, mining, paper making, shipping, river transportation, agriculture, canals, roads, railways.
  Answer the following questions :
1- What was the Industrial Revolution ?
2- Write one of Industrial Revolution transition methods of production .
3- What were the dominant industry of the Industrial Revolution ?
4- Where did the Industrial Revolution begin ?

5- What were the origins of the important technological innovations at the beginning of the Industrial Revolution ?
6- What was Britain undergoing, when the Industrial Revolution was occurring ? 

7- Did the textile produced by the hand spread across Great Britain to Europe in the early nineteenth century ?
      Fill in the blanks by choosing the right words :

1- The development of the ………… engine was an important element of the Industrial Revolution.

A- Rocky         B- Pneumatic         C- Muscular power       D- Steam 
2- The ................ impacts of industrial revolution appeared in many industrial and economic spheres.
A- Bad          B- Negative         C- Positive         D- Useless

3- The exact historical start and end of the Industrial Revolution are still debated among ................. s.
A- Politician          B- Chemist          C- Historian         D- Athlete 
4- The Industrial Revolution was the most important event in the history of humanity since man had …………. animals and plants.
A- Time         B- Tamed       C- Timing         D- Times 
5- The Industrial Revolution was considered as a major ……….. point in history. 
A- Boring         B- Burning        C- Turning          D- Talking
6- The Industrial Revolution was considered as a ………… turning point in history.
A- Small        B- Tiny        C- Little       D- Major
7- During early period of the Industrial Revolution, the majority of industrial power was supplied by ………… and wind.  

A- Water          B- Fire         C- Oil         D- Electricity
8- During ……….. period of the Industrial Revolution, the majority of industrial power was supplied by water and wind.   
A- Late            B- Early         C- Lastly         D- Lately
9- The ………… impacts of industrial revolution appeared in many industrial and economic spheres. 
A- Negative         B- Bad          C- Miserable           D- Positive
10- Every side of daily life was influenced in some way, by the ………… of the Industrial Revolution.
A- Disappear         B- Development         C- Agriculture          D- Undeveloped
� See: Eric Hobsbawm, The Age of Revolution: Europe 1789–1848, Vintage books edition, New York ,1996, p.p 27-52. ; Britannica Concise Encyclopedia, Encyclopædia Britannica, Inc, London, 2006, p. 939.
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